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The ſecond part. 


Sec. 24. 


N Þ ſo much of the firſt part , touching the many. advantages 5. that 
Satants in ſtruments have above Gods ſervants, i in winning; and ke 

ing, and ?mprovi "s there converts : What men ought, to dozthat SE: 

not b overcome by there aluerments : and that of all the rel » we muſt refrayn. ;; 
the company of wicked men, and not diſpute with them} if we mean not to- | 
infeted by them, partake of there fins nor be infeoffed in there paniſhmencs s, 3: 
Together with the Lawfulneſs of thunning all familier Sociery , and —_— \\ 
with ſuch. And now leaſt what hath been ſaid, ſhould not be ſufficigat :: See in, 
this Second part, ſome Reaſons to inforſe men rhere unto3,'which-the Godly; , 
wiſe propound to themſelves, when they bid adue- to there; old aſſociates in the. © 
broad way, and purpoſe to pledg them no more, in there wicked. cuſtoms. 


| Reaſons of breaking off Society,with our vicious Conforts: 
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[ '£0 ſhut the inceftuous perſori ous of thelr ſociety and fellowſhi 


ginth>5.5. Agar, when he writ to Timothy, that he had done the ſame 
| touching Hymenexs and Alexander , he yeeldeth this to be the realon , that 
| whey might learn not to blaſpheme, x Timothy 1. 20. Andin another place 
t . Tf any man obty wot our ſaying, note him by a letter , and have no compan 
| with him, that be may be aſhame1, 2 Theſ. 3. 14. 
\ Ir was the praQtiſe of the primitive Church, in her firſt love , that ſhe might 
fhine in beauty and fairneſs above all other Synagogues , not to admit any 
| Jeandalous _ or open offender into the Communion of Saints 3 until 
| gheir foule {pots were carcfully waſht off , an4 taken away by the tears of re- 
C: mm The bread of the children was not given unto dogs ; neither , by 
| at <quall bounty , to the godly and the wicked , was there an equal encou- 
| ragement ts godlinefie and 1niquity , but a ſeparation was made berween the 
| and the whole 3 andthis ſeparation had no other intent, bur edification ; 
{  &ytn an edificarion of the ſpirir, by the deſtrution of the fleſh : ſo that men 
| - conld find-no feat with the dilpenſers of this power , having nothing to com- 
- Plain of, but that their lives thereby were ſought to be amended , and:their 
$ Joles to be ſaved.: I confeſſe; that was a ſeparation of a higher nature ,, the 
- power of the keyes being added 5 they were delivered up to Sathan, ſhut out 
| of Heaven 3 herein it is not ſo ; bur this ſerves to the ſame end, and is done 
$ only in caſcs of like fa&. 


; Preat, in tho thing done 3 or great , in the wilfulnels of the doer 3 and this 
- Not without reaſon : for the doom was heavy, and fat for the back of a ſtrong 
{ end.mighty evil: it was a ſfiort damnation, a temporall hell , a ſhutting our 


 -of the ſpirit of conſolation. Neither could it be but an excellent remedy , for, 
& beſides that it was Gods iaftitution , the remedy was fatted to the diſeaſe : a 
"degree of preſumption, was encountered with a degree of deſpaire 3 the 'Scor- 
pion was made a medicine, againft the ſting of the Scorpion 3 Sathan was ſer 
ork , to take him down by terror unto ſalvation 5*'whom' before he ani- 
red and puffed up to deſtruftion 3 he, that ſaid ar firſt , fin boldly , for ye 
{ball not dye at all ; now he changerth his voyce , and ſaith , thy fin zs greater 
-#hen can be forgiven thee. But the wiſdom of diſpenſation ſuffered this roring 
&L.ion no longer to terrifie, but 1: ;til hus terror did mollifie : he aimed indeed 
'@+ delpaire and deſtru&tion 5 but the Church aimed at humiliation, and con- 
"werfion,; yea, at conſolation and ſalvation. And indeed humiliation fot ſin, 
BEE tals way to converſion from fin 3 converſion from fin , the only way to 
Es the confolations of-thr Spirit 3 and the comfortable ſpirit is both the guide and 
the wey-ro life eternal : cherefore, when the man is humbled, Sathan is cathei- 
Led; The horſelcech is taken away, when he hath ſufficiently abated the vicious 
- and ſupeifluous blood. | | 3401 KS bog 

-- : Thus:were men hegled; by wounding 3 exalted by humbling : O admi- 
E eand-command of Sathan ! he is an enemy to God, and yet doth 'bim 
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The cauſe was weighty, for which the gates of Heaven , were tobe locked; 


'of Heaven upon earth, yea, Heaven in Heaven, even the joyes , and comforts . | 
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ive Sathan ſhould help the inceſtuous Corinthian , to the deſftruffion of ' his flefly.” 
Co his concupiſcenſe , and the edification of - his ſoul. A ftrange rhing"that a=" 
mef than ſhould reach Hymenexs and Alexander not to blaſpheme ; he is the aus"? 
hag thor of blaſphemies, and yer he teacheth not to blaſpheme. | 326 
cel But is Sathan contrary to himlelf , and is his Kingdom divided in itſelf Z C 
ny no ſurely : bur one that is ſtronger then he both in wiſdom and power , manas-” 
geth borh his craft and malice, to ends, which himſelf intendeth not. The'dis- 
he vel is oneand the ſame ſtill,” even purely malicious 3 but God fuffers him tas. 
ny] go-on in his temptations , juſt ſo tarte as temprarion is profitable , and no furs. 
til] ther : therefore while Sathan is driving the offender to deſpa ire , God ſtops his; 
ej courſe , when the finner is come to due humiliation : and then , as it was:with:. 
dy| Chriſt in the wilderneſs, ſo is it with the humbled finner , Sathan is diſmifledz;* 
u=| and the Angels come an1 miniſter unto him, xp] 
hel This was the nature, manner, andend of publike excommunication-: pri= 
3 | vate hathrelation to it 3 both touching canſe and end. Firſt , publike had re»- 
n | ſpe&to the cauſe 3 ' that it was to-be uſed , only incaſe of ſcandatous, open ,and?! 
= | notorions impiety : ' ſo hath the private 3 we do not break off ſociety withany7 
r | for wettkneſſes, and fins of infirmity. Secondly , that: did only aime at thete 
e | amendment, converſion, and falyation : -ſo doth this 3 we defire- only to have 
t | them look into themſelves, where the faulr lyes, and ſeek to amend their courſes»: 
e | and certainly nothing wilt ſooner make the adulrereſs or 'drunkatd bethinks? 
themſelves, then when they ſee, all that are honeſt and ſober', even their neighs*: 
| bours and old aflociates, r dey their company and deſpiſe them ,- as if they were 
; | not worthy of humane ſociety : and if they have the leaſt defire tobe repured ho 
| neſt and ſober again, and admitted their familiar converſe, ( without whichz-' 
they arc, as it were, banifhed' into exile ) they will do what poſſibly lyes. in: 
' them toredeem their credit, and merit their good opinion, by a more lober, hos: 4 
neſt, and holy demeanour : the diſparity lyeth only in the power and ſeverity: 
of the agents 3 we cannot , we dot not » we defire not to deliver- them 'ups * 
to Sathan 3 but heartily pray that they may be delivered from him, -and*all; 
evill, 2. old 
LE, | &. 25. | TE... 
— Econdly, That we may not be 1nfeFed by them, nor parruke of their finrg; 
It is a true Proverb, Evil company: corrupts good manners :. and He th 12}. 
will not evilt 4o, muſt keep from-all thas longs thereto. To be ſafe from”? 
evil works ,- is to avoid the occaſions 3 eſpecially, he that will keep himſelf fromy * 
iniquity , and have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs,! 
muſt have no fellowſhip with wicked perſons , the workers of darknefle : Foſept»- 
thought no weapon comparable , for the beating off his Miſtreiſes aflaults', ta; 
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running away. | 7-4. 6 
Their thing that'God did, after he create1 Heaven and Earth z wa$,'to #4” 
parase light from darknelſe ; probably totheyy that the good ſhould firſt.of all" 
ſeparate from the evill,, if they meane not again to become evil. It 'i#nor-" 
more hard to find vertue inevil company ,- then to miſle vice,” They weregner - 
gled among the beathen (fairh'thePfalmiſt ) and what followes 2 #bex” learned® 
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F if he had" noc been in company with Chriſt's enemies : but then how ſoog 


+I will not therefore hazard the faile potſheard ( my fleth ) upon the rock of 
| evil company for any thing. David had never ditlembled, 'if_he had not been. 
F among the Philiſtins : which made him after ( that he might wiſely ſhun that 
| occaſion ) ſay, depart from mc all ye workers of iniquity, > T wilt keep the 
| comman A1cments of my God, P(al. 119. 115. intimating , that he could not 
otherwiſe : nay, how many thoutands have confeſt at the Gallowes, I ha4 
| REUCY come to this but fe evil company, which drew me to theſe courſes ? 
4 yea, the truth is, we can not come amongſt theſe vipers, and not be tun Dy 
them 3 for even to hear them (peck , will make us either angry , or euiley 5 
| and not to be imtemperate with them for company , is a great diſcourtefie, if 
{Rot a quarrel, Mauy a man had been 00d, that is not, if he had but kept - 
good company, © 
- There is a pliable diſpoſition in all men naturally toevill ; we follow it, as 
Iron doth the Loadſtone , by a natural and hidden propenſity : our corrupt nas-.. 
ture is like fire, which, if there beany infe&tion in the room , drawes it ſtreight 
to itſelf : or like Jer, which omits all precious objects, and attracts nothing 
but ſtraws and duſt : ors if a man hath both 200d and bad in his nature , either 
of them will fortifie, as they mcer with their like 3 or decline as they find a con- 
trary : as Sampſon did in his trength, who, at firſt being hard enough for all 
"the Princes of the Philiſtins, at laſt, by keeping Dalilah company , they ſer a 
boy rolead him. 
. - Yea, ſuppoſe a man ſtands indifferent ; his company , whether good or evil, 
will work him into a newnature; and by continuance , he ſhall grow up to 
{the ſame height with them , as the Hop groweth to the end of the pole, be it 
never {9 high, and he himſelf ſhall do the like to others 3 as one peece of Iron, 
Ebcing rub'4 with the Loadſtone, will draw another peece, even as if it were the 
'Loadfſtone ir (elf, | 
* . Agood man in ill company is like a precious pearl, fallen into the mud ; 
which the longer it lies, the deeper ſtill it finks into it ; for , if the force of cu- 
Fome , fimple and ſeparate be great 3 the force of cuſtome , copulate, and conjoy- - 
ned, and collegiate, is far greater 3 for their example teacheth , _— com- 
Forterh, emulation quickneth, glory raiſeth : ſo as in ſuch places the force of 
—eufFome , 15 in her exaltarion : which made the mother of Alexanlcr » the twen- 
{ ty bixth Emperor of Rome , focareful of her ſons education that ſhe kept con- 


4 was he changed ? Now, ſaith one, 7 f ſuch a Cedar fell , how ſhall 1 ſtand 2 | 


- tiriually a guard of men to take heed, tat no vicious perſons came unto him, to 


-eotrupt him in evil, | 
£. It.was a goodconceit of Themiſtocles, and not triviall, when he ſer up a bill 
pet an houſe, which he had to let, that he added, aye, and zhere be good neigh-. 
*bowrs 200 : for it thall go hard, but neighbourhood: will ſomewhar mould the 
'vhole family into berter or worſe, as themſelves are. The lore eye, we know, 
-infeerh the ſound : and they that ſleep with dogs ſhall ſwarm with fleacs : Yeas 
3-mans poſterity afrerÞhim, ſhall gain, or looſe by the bargain, It were happy, 
We injury'ofa wicked man could be confined to his own boſome 3 that heon- 
IT Face the worle for his lins 3 thax.it were but ſel f do, felf Pave”; | we ; 
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| hislewdneſs , like fome odious fent , is diffuſed through hath As «dh De 
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lace where he is, and reacheth to the times, upon which he is-unhapi 


0 after generations are the worle by meanes of him. ' Ant i --pre 
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Goodwrn Sands, which not only ſwallowed up his patrimony eat cont 
nues a dangerous place , where too many have milcarried;” Beigavety means 
perſon , that drawes not ſome Clyents after him : even The aa and Fudas 
had their four hundreds to accompany them. One man may Kindle ſuch a fire 
as thouſands are not able to quench : one plague ſore may infe&t a. whole nas 
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tion : and all the venome of fin is not ſpent in the a&. wy 
Sin among menz ike the Murrain in Cartel, or ſcab among Sheep ,.-is of a 
catching and infe1ozs quality : and like the Plague or Leprofie , will run a= 
long from one to anorher : our corrupt nature is like tinder z which is kindled: 
with the leaſtſparke : wherefore it behoves us to avoid all provoking objedts : 
as a man that bath Gunpowder in his houſe, keeps ir fafe trom fire : and well 
were it for us , it lewd ones were forced to cry, as the Leper in Iſrael; I am 
unclean, I am unclean. "1 
Every thing labours ro make the thing ir meets with, like it ſelf 3 fire , cons! 
yerts all to fare 3 aire exiccates and drawes to it ſelf 3 water z moiſtens and refols: 
yeth what it meetes withail'3 carth, changeth all that we commit to it, to her” 
own nature, Every man will be bulie in dilpending that quality which is pres? 
dominant in him : we caniconveiſe with nothing, but will work upon us, .and:; 
by the unperccived ſtealth of time , affimitare us qo itſelf: one rotten Aplewilt 
infe& a whole floor : one putrid grape corrupts the whole found cluſter. : The: 
choice therefore of a mans company. , is one of the moſt weighty. attions of our! 
lives 3 for our future well or ill being,depends on that eleion : if we chooſe. jll;# 
every day inclines us to worſe, we haye a perpetual weight hanging . on us that 
45ever finkihg us down to vice. ; * "vol 
Antifthencs wondrcd at thoſe which were curious in buying bur an earthen 
diſh, to ſee that it had no cracks, nor inconveniences, and yet would. be cargs 
leſs in the choice of friends, and take them with the flawes. of vice. ' What was: 
thereaſon ( think we) that our Saviour would not ſuffer his weak Diſciple 3 ins 
the Goſpel, to go and bury his dcad father ? Luk, 9g. 60, It was not any -ayerſoui 
neſſe to:civil, much let] filial reſp: and duty to Parents 3 yea hie preferred} 
mercy before ſacrifice; but he well knew , that when he once met with his cars 
nal friends at thetuneral , they would pervert him again , and quickly flour:hinn 
out of his new Maſters ſervice z and that the Golpel ſhould ſoon looſe a Prear; 
cher of him. The realon-why the Raven rerurned not into. Noahs Arke , as: 
the Dove did, is given by ſome , becauſe it met with a dead carkaſe by the 
way. 7... 
A wile man will be wary, not only to ſhun fin in the aFjon, but in the ye 
occafion,. How many, that meant not rofin , are won only by the opportungry® 
for occaſion and our nature arelike two inordinats lovers , they teldom. mceng 
but they fan together, and every a& of fin, tyes a newknot: it we keep them aſurp 
der, the harm 18 prevented : and-it is eaſier ro deny a gueſt at farlt , then $0. ruval 
him our; having layed a while : it.js eaſier to keep fire from flax,then'to quene 
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Armour of proof. 
| -char we imply, beſides + pore miſchiefes, that there is an 7nfe#:0us power -in be 
F 40-3982, O Lord, free us both from ſpzech and fight of theſe bauds and pan=. ſc 
C Ce ſo far as.is poſſible if nor, at leaſt from joyning in league , or | 
dwelling 1a houle with, or having dependency on ſuch. 
| , © how many are there, that , like the Pine-tree , with their very ſhadow, | 
| Radiſh, which, it it bee planted neer the Vine , cauſerh it to ſtarve and wither 
{ away ? Alaſs ! it is nothing to be godly in Abraham's houſe : but for a man ro 
{yet to keep himlelf upright, is a matter of great difficulty , eſpecially , for him 
that is not well rooted by time and experience. A ſore new skind will fret off þ 

Q 
an one 3 luiting, for the moſt parr, followes looking 3 as wee ſee in Eve , Gen. fy: 
3.6. and David 2 Sam. 11.2, 3. which makes Sulomon ſpeaking of a ſtrange |y: 

r 
8 zoule, Prov. 5. 8. It is a hard matter for that ſoul, nor to fall into thoſe vices, 
Funto which theeyes and the eares are enured, not out of love , but cuſtome, we 
|. Wercad that Perſona, that Ethiopian Queen , in Heliodorus , by ſeeinga 
{ aire picture of Perſeus and Andromeda , was brought to hed of a faire white 
E was brought to bed of a Monſter . I am ſure this is true in the morall of it 5 
{which ſhould make us equally love good company , and hate evil. Iknow 
pots boyling, there cannot but be much ſcum : ſo that a man ſhall find it , ei- 

ther impoſſible, or hard, never to be amongſt them , or ſhift off their ſolicitati= þþ 
:#hemſelyes into thy converſation, doe as thoſe which muſt neceflarily pale by a 
Carrion in the way 3 hold thy breath, be alone in a multitude , abhor to partici- 
did out of the high Prieſts hall, ſo ſoon as Chriſt looked upon him : and if 
rhey yer follow thee , turn back to them, with the Angels farewel , zncrepet te I 
or infetion from theſe poyſoned and pitchy Links , be ſure to ſcrape or bruſh 
$ it off thy ſoul again, by prayer, examination , and humiliation : as they that 
| Thus did Peter, not without cauſe, not without benefit and commodiry. 
I . 26, | 
4 eain by their company; and tell us, that true Cryſtal may touch the Toade 
Pwvithour being poyſoned 3 that the Diamond will Iye inthe fire , withoat being 
hough Tult will fret into the hardeſt ſteel, yet it doth not eate into. the -Eme» Ft 
Wa3-chat though the Load-ſtonedrawerh Iron after it, yet ir cannot ir Golds | 


Ba ence ing of it, Why do we pray , deliver us from evil , but þ 

1. &', to make us evil ? Let us therefore do what we pray , and pray that we may þ 
| ders of vic 

hinder all other plants from growing under them : or, like thegreat mountain }jx 
Awell in the tents of Kedar , or to live in the Court of Sardanapalus3 and 
Fagain, with the leaſt rubbing 3 yea, the very ſight of evill is dangerous , to ſuch þ 
woman, adyiſc us to keep far from her, and not once come neer the door of her þr 
Fall into ſome offences. 
Fchild 3 whereas Pope Nicholas the third's Concubine , by ſeeing of a Beare , 
zhere be in every place whole troops of cvil perſons 3 and where there are many +» 
7 ons. Wherefore if at anytime ( as no flic is more importunate ) they rhruſt l 
iy with them in their vices , and haſten to be out of their aire , as Pcter 
Dominus. And laſtly, ifby chance, with Petcr , thou haſt taken the leaſt ſoyl, 
| Come out of infected houles , aire , or waſh their garments, for the more lafetys 
; T is true , they will perſwade us For inſtead of being infe&ted , we may 
Sonſuincd 3 that fiſh may live in ſalt waters , and yet retain a freſh taſt 3 that 
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aprainſt evil Soctety, '- g. 
t thor the Jet firel , though it doth Rraw 3 that thought the Sun hardels clay. ©: 
na be it ſoftens was} that if a Ship hath a ſure Anchor, it thay lye ſafe any wheg#%} 
y heither is it abſolutely unlawfull for us to keep them company z teeing Ghriſt.-* 
. kept company with Publicans and ſinners of all ſorts, = 1 
Anſw. Hereare zood words, but no [ccurity 3 which therefore an experſ= * 
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nced man gives the hearing ot, but {tands (the while /) upon his own guard. 
>» No charity binds us toa truit of thoſe whom we have tound faithiclc, Credu- 
L ity upon weak orounds, after palpable diſappointments z is the daughter of tol- 
F Þy. He that hath once broken his taith, will not eafily bz ruſted. 1 know Phy» 
 Hitians may converſe with Leprous perſons , uninfected;z but then rhey muiſt 
| have ſtronger Antidores , then their natures give rhem or elſe themlelves ſhall 
| Rand in the ſame nced, and of Phylitians become Patients z and need-Phyhck : 
fo that may be lawfull , ia a {age and ſtayed perſon , which is unfit for an uns 
|  povern'd eye once to looke upon. We read, Gen.19. 17, that Lot and his wites 
vere forbidden to look back at the deltryction of Solom 3 when to Abraham-it 
was left at large, and without rcltraiat, he being a man of berter ru.e1 aftecti» 
dns. Azain- I know the Devil cannot hurt me , ſo long as God is with me* 
3s the beſt Load-ſtone cannot draw Iron unto it , it the Lijamond be by ; yeay 
he very fear of God , and thought that he looketh on , as-one ſpake of grave. 
ato, will keep a man from yeil4ing to their xremptations z as it did Toſephy + 
ouching his Miſtriſles allurements : and that faith as it is no coward fo it is 
ver victorious : what then ? Though faith be confident, yer it is not impus 
lent 3 it knpwes a guard of Angels will keep 1:5 in all out wayes , but:nort ia 
Þur wandrings : though it may be lawful ro come among them , yet witdom 
or bears lome lawful things, becauſe they may be eccafions of things unlaw= 
I, He that abkaines from nothing that is 1:wful z will Loon be broughr' ts 
lo that which is unlawtul. The note which comes too neer in rhe Matvents 
vill 5kip into the Text , at the ncxt impreſſion. He thar will go as necr the 
itch as he can, will at ſome time or other fall in. Hz that will do all that he 
nay, will ſometimes do what he ought not. 1: is hare for the beſt man to fay 
ow far he will be tempted, If a man will par kimfelf among Philiſtins , hes 
annot promiſ{? to come forth innocent 3 or if he do , thar foul which lives as 
ong thornes, ſhall hardly thrive in Grace. How many have fallen into a fas 
hion of ſwearing, ſcothrg, drinking , out of the uſual praftiſe of others: ag 
hoſe thar live in.an ill ayre arc infeted with diſcates ? A man may paile 
hrough Eth10pi4 unchanged, but he cannor dwell there , and not be diicoloits 
&, When once a man gives himſelf over ro be the companion 'of vice , in the 
tx} he becomes the very tlave of vice, Fhe Oxe being tyed to "the kig:;=trees 
voſeth his tretigrh, Many Rcokes overthrow the ſffronzelſt Oke, Many drops 
It :21ne, though neyer (o ſoft , pierce the hardeſt Marble ,' vea , even thefline 
tone, And let graces be never lo well fixt in a mans heact-, yet be may: ot | 
ave them conſumed and watted this way , if ke take not het : as Snow and\Bos - - + 


= 


anaot beſo hard cohgcaled, but they wilt melt , it they cone to uit ive, Rid 
tle do our pereinptory refolvers iti thiscafe know , br contide! 5 ther rhe ;ritfue 


j ative power 6feyil , - or. the treachery of tE:ir own hearts, ify teceiy 
F* mporinaicy of aicked-deccivers, in-obcacing is ; they ard gin 
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[3 Armour of proof 

_ © An Egg covered with ſalt ( as Philolophers teach ) hath the meare of it cor 
*  *conſumed, whilſt the ſhell is whole. And we reade of many Towns , which hay 

- -intime been yngermined, even with the moſt imporent and weake Creature: 
as one in Spazne , with Concyes3 in Theſſalza wi:h Moles 3 in France wit j 
-Frops 3 in Africa with Fhics. | 
Many an one receives poylon, and knowes not when he rock it. Many breatf 
'3n this world, like men {leeping in a boarc, ere carried down the ſtream, even t(* 
"their graveſen:, without waking) to think where they are. . 
No man proves extreamly evil on the ſudden : through many inſenfible dP 
clinations do we fall rom vertue. Sathau's avents are till ſcattering his ff' 
darts, among the Army of [ſrael 3 and when they lizht upon wood , they kinÞ* 
dle 3 when upon flax, they flamc 3 when upon gunpowder , they blow up all 
T hey therefore that love {uch intricate and perplcxed walkes , had necd of Y. 
-ron ſhoes. 
True it is, that Chriſt conveſed and kept company with Publicans and finf®© 
mers ( as the Phylitian with the tick ) to ticale their ſoules : neither did the 6 
make aim worſe, but he made them better : but as true it is, that he was with , 
out the level or temptatior. 3 and ſo is no general variant, I will therefore no 
enly ſkun evil, but the means to come to 1: 3 ani to avoid hurt , I wiltkee 
my {elt our of thot : neither will I preſume; being bur a man, to folloF my ina 
ſer in that which he did as God. Indced , many are ſo preſumptuous of thei 4 
ſtrength , that they think they can come in any company, and yet come off 
cleare : but he which comes to lave one drowning , mult be ſtronger then th, * 
other, or elſe he will be drowned himiclf. a 
Pliny reports, that a Family neare Rome would go upon live coles withouy, 
being burnt : had it hereupon been necclary for others to pur the ſame in pra b 
&iſe ? no, neither is it necctlary tor us to do that herein wiach our Saviour did lt 
Oar minos have no that ballaſt in them, which his Lad , and ſoare ſooner enf? 
dangered, by the floods cf wickedn:ls. Poa fl 

Secondly , whereas they object : rhat we may ga/ne by their company : 
confeſſe it poſiible, for even t::e moſt venomous and'ray<nous things thar are 
have their commoditics, as well as their annoyances : And the Cacke by {crz 
ping in a dunghll » did once find a Jewel : Virgil from Enn:;u's dunge did 
Gold exact : and Aporhccaries ot Vipe. s tleib can make an An idote againil 
payſon : an Harlors tece mayſuggelt chaitnetle : and a funiul furfer may prov 
an Antidote for {in : yea, as cxiernal cold kindles the heare or rt:e ſtomack : lof , 
wetind it reco:ded in holy Writ, that ſome; by a ſpiritual Anz: perijtfis , have 
rown baxter in thr zc3le , by being encompaitled with the ourward cold' of 
wicked and jrreligiuus company: like Roſes aud Lillies, w bich flouriſh the mor R 
for being beſcr with Thoincs : and Violers, which are the {weerer and more odcy} ** 
 titerous, for being beſer with Gailick and Onic«:s 3 ior as much as they ſuck and P 
draw all the ill (avours of the ground unto them. Thus it farcu with Lot, wh 
', ſerved God better amon-; the beaftly Sodo73cs , then when he was ſeparate 
# om them. And ſome others there are no doubt , who , es they owe not thi 
a> \ce ro. themſelves; ſo they arc more for wonder, then, imitation. - For i: Da © 

REPS tounda guard jn the Lyons Denathall anorher thrult hinaſet racreinro fo 
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"againſt evil $0, ety. IE wy 
tcofelter? And if Peter walkr upon the pavement of the water , did therelt of OR | 
ha PiiCiples ſtep forth and follow him ? No. 57 | 4A 
| 06. Bur ſay ſome. By keeping them company we may winne them, and hap- _*\) 
ily convert their ſoules. = I 
Anſw. 1 anſwer. Hopz not ſo much to convert them 3 as fear that they will 4 
_ rvers thee tor vertue is not ſo alluring as vice : the one ſpreads it (elf , like. 
»n rf2y{0n ina vellel 5 the other is nor half lo dilperftive. Sing and Hagar, are more 
uitful then verrue and Sarah : ial;hood , more ſucceiltul then truth. The 
« defore Eye infecteth rhe ſound : the ſound will not mend the fore, Vinegar will 
 6,par inc 3 wine will not mend vinegar , InfcCion is ſpicading arid carching 

. ſhealrh is not ſo. An hundicd found pzifons ſhall ſooner catch the plague, 
;jrom one infected perſon 3 then he receive i:is health from them. 

Salomon that wonder of Wildom , mizht think by joyning in affinity with 
is neighbour Princes, and mairyins thei: Daughters , ro win thole Heathens 
o the Kingdom of God : bur he was deceived , tor he could do no good upon 
hem 3 they wrought him too much evil. And doth not expcrience teach us, 
th hat the good are | xo perverted by the bad > then the bad converted by the 
10890d ? even as a tainted ayre doth more ealily infc&t a lound body , thenan 
-offhgicſome can clear the ſick. 

..1 Werede ofcertain Magnetical, or Adamantine Rockes, in the Iles of Moni- 
eiÞ/cy which draw all thips uato tl.em that have any Iron pinncs, holding thei fo 
ofÞf{ts : hat they are not able to ſti: : evil ſociery, are luch Rockes 3 holy men, the 
pÞbips 3 narurall and inbred corruption , the Iron pinnes : he that will beſafe, let 
him ke.p tar enough from ſuch Rocks. 
vf Agood man, joyned in l:azue with one that is wicked 3 is like a living manz 
Jbouni toa dead corps, which will ſooner (uftocaie lim, then herevive that : or 
gÞ/ike an Tickle, can endure the rough northern wind of perſecution well enough, 
but melteth with the heate of thc Sun , fweer allurements of the world , and the. 
fleſh. The chiidren of God are, as it were, dead :o th-i: Laſts 3 but if chey ſhould: 
jtemp: God, by a too familiar fociety with the vicious 3 who knowes,, but as live, -- 
.Jcoles will kin:ile dead ones 3 fo their evil ſpecches and ations may kjndle and? ++ 
Jenflame them with the love and liking of 1-wdactl- 2 Indeed , as one ſaid to:his- 4 
{ ſuppliant , make me a Diviner, and I will make thee rich : ſo may a g00d** "1 
i] man lay to a vicious 3 make me Angelicall, that is , incapable of being ſeduced,, '* 

and I'le do my beſt to mak? thee a Convert. . 

| YH. 27. | | 
Hicdly. Our entireneſſe with wicked men feoffes us, not only in their 
ſens, but oftentimes in their puniſhments alſo; as ir fared with the 36. +: 

men which were {lain before Aye, for Achar's ſake , Foſhuzp. where we. . 

ſee the innocencie of ſo many thouſand Tſraclites was not lo preyalent , to ex- 
piate his one in 3 as his one fin was, to taint and bring judgmnt upon all *. 

Iſrael. If the Storkbe taken damageteceant with the Cranes , the is enwrapped - = 

in the ſame net , and-cannor complain that ſhe is ſurpriſed. | He that walketh; 

with the wiſe ( ſaith Salomon) ſhall be wiſe ; but a companion of fools, ſhallihs, © 
affiiied, Pro. x3. 20. This Auguſtine well obſerves , ſpeaking of. therglivis. ©. 
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| D:cantibus 4mart eſſe nolucrunt. And hereupon _ ſeparates Ffract from 
- "or 4h, Dathan, and Abiram, ſaying, depart from the Tents of theſe wickeIſo 
men, and touch nothing of theirs ; teaſt ye periſh with them; Num. 16. 261L 

And doth not God himſelf ſay to his people, touching Babylon, Go ous of ber at 

; my people, 3"ar ye be nat partaker of her fins, and that ye receive not of ber pla-rh 
© gues? Rev. 18. 4. Where ſon is let in, punifhment will not be kept out. Yea , ini 
Lot had ſtayed in Soom, he had been deſtroyed : if his Sons would have gongfo 
out, they had every nian eſcaped. re 

Indeec, we cannot be too 1ar off from ſuch company 3 and it were happy iff to 
they were kept by themſclves 3 for fo lang as the infected perſon is ſhut up , his 
plague doth nor ſpread. And bclides the bencfir of our fatery, wickedneſs would] w 
foon be aſhamed of it (elf, if it were not for the encouragement of companions| tl 
S2licarinds is the firicft Antidote for ſpiritual infetion. It were happy for the t 
wicked man, it he would be ſeparated from himſelf. Antiſthenes would often u 
ſay, It was a great ovcrſight, fithence they purged their Wheat from Darnel,| i; 
and their warres from cowar.ily Souldiers, that they purged not their common 
wealth from lewd and wicked people, | f 

Or it our peilons eſcape ſcot-free , yet we may ſuffer in our eſtates, and be} b 
crolt in our moſt weighty deſugnes and determinations, only for joyning indea«| | 
oue oz fzendſhip with Gods enemies. Becauſe thou haſt joyned thy ſelf: with| 
Ahatiah ( faith Eleagar to Fehoſaphat ) the Lord hath broken thy works-; 
and the Ships were broken, that they were not able ro go to Tarſhiſh , 2 Chro, 
20. 37. 

Bar aamit they can nor infeoffe us, citheir in their ſon or puniſhment : yer 
their ſoctety will be a fhrewd vexation to us. As let a religious man fall into « 
their company, 2s an honeſt margmay fall into the hands ot rheeves , they will | , 
conlpi.e how to aff{iet his eyes , with unchaſt viftions 3 his ears, with fearful } | 
oaths, his unwilling appetite , with drunken healths 3 which even a civilized 
Pagan would abhor, We read that Clizemachas the wreſtler { though a great 
company- kzeper, yer ) if he had heard but one filthy word , would prelzntly dc- 
part, How was jult Loz vexed with the uncleanly converſation of his wicked 
neizlibou's? Soom was worſe then a Jaile to his righteons ſoule : and report 
lyes, it our Jailcs be not much like to Sodom, the very dens of miſchiefe , the 
Scholes of wickedneſle : a Malefator learns more vilany: there , then ever he 
knew before : drunkenneſs and blaſphemy , uſurpe the place of mortification 

and kumility. 

Or laſtly, if their ſocicty be not a vexation to our minds z at leaſt ir will bea 
great atjparagement to our names : every one will conclude , almoft infallibly, 
{ich as our £9/4pany is, ſuch is our diſpolitioa. The common Proverb is , {zke 

' will t6 like, And, Birds of a feather , will flock together. When Tephibab 
was }1 nicit tn baniikment, there gathered to him idle fellows , ſuch as timlſclf, 
Fatycs 11, 3. When David was in trouble , and vexed in minde himſelf, their 

- Hock unto him {| tl ofe that were in trouble , vexed in mind z-or that were in 
Gab: , even four hundicd of them , tothe Cave of Adutluy , x - $4. 22. Job Yeas 
- Our Sayiour. meets no [e{s thenten Lepers in one knot. Feltowthip is that we 

zl naturallyat.f, though it be in Leprofic >even Lepers will, flock their fals | 
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onflows. where ſhall we find one ſpiritual leper alone ? drunkards , profliane yrs 
keAſons, herericks, will be (ure ro-conſort with their matehes. And be L they” | 
26[Lacedemonians , when they would certainly be informed , what the dilpolition/ 2 
er] and behaviour cf any one was , vvopld vviſely inquire vvirh vvhar perſongy |: 
Li\rhey vverc linked in fellowſhip. And indeed , he that makes himſc]fa compan -: 
if nion of all , ſclls kis ——_ very cheape : jt being as great an indecorumy 
nd for a holy Chriitian to be in the company of graceletis parſons,, as it is fora 
reverend Divine to fit upon the Stage in a publike Thycator 3 or an old man 
7 iff to dance with little children in the itxcets, | SS 
nts] Baſc comp4-y ( laith one ) kills bth our fame, and our ſoulcs : it gives us: 
ud} wounds, which will never admir of healing. How many have irrecoverably loſt 
15} their gaod names, by keeping company with ſuſpeGed perſons } and whether 
hef the report be true or falle, it is no eakie thing ro diſprave a flander , far like an 
enſ unruly ſpirit once raiſed, *tis hard to conjure down again. A mans good name 
Ll is much eaſier kept, then recovered, | 
2 And thus you lee, that eyil company endangers our foules : or could our + 
ſoules be free, yet our perſons are in danger 3 or could our ſoules and perſons + * 
>| both be ſafc,yet our eſtates are in jcobardy,or could our ſauls,bodies and eſtates - 
2=| be ſecure , yt our fame would ſuffer , and our good name lye at the flake. | 
1 Wherefore, &c. 
5]. 8. 28. 
0.1 jy Ourthly. But admit we could keep them company without harm 3 yer © 
þ- this inconvenience would enſue, their company would bereave us of much _ 
t good , which orherwiſe we ſhould enjay , being alone 3 it faring with the | 
godly wile, as with Saint Ambroſe, who was wont. to ſay, I an never leſſe. 
If atone, then when I am all alone , for then I can enjoy the preſence of my God 
If without interruption. They are able to ſay, as Dubarta , and ( before him.) + * 
Scipio, I have never better company , #hen when I bhaue na company , for 
then can T freely entertain my own thoughts , and converſe with all the Lear- 
nel, which have bcen in former ages, 

- Antiſthenes being asked what truit he had reaped of all bis ſtudy? made an» 
ſwer , T have learned by it, both to live , and walk with my ſelfe. And Al= - 
phonſug King of Arragon being demanded , what company he liked beſt ? re»: 
plyed, Bookes, for hel ( ſaith he ) withqut feare, ov flattery » or any remard,, * 
zell me faithfully all that I defure to know, Cicero was , and I am of his minds 
and though I be no Hermit , to fit away my daies in a dull Cell, yer will L 
choole, rather to have no companion then 8 had ane. 

When Cato #tican, in yacation times » and at his beſt leaſure , wenr-to re» - 
create himlelt in the country, he uſed to cary with him the beſt Philoſophers, 
and choiſcit bookes. Algcrizs an Italian Martyr laid , He hed rather be is 
priſon mith Cato, then with Cxar in the Senate houſe : ſe was it more cans | | 
fortable, to be with Philpot in his Cole-houſe;then with Bonner in the Palace 1 | 
Boner's conicience made his Palace a Cole-bouſe, and a dungeonzwhiles P:2ti-' * 
pot?g made the Cole-houle a Palace, The ſtare of grace is Heaven upon earth 3 ' 
and he that knows. the {weerneſs of Gods preſence, will deem is nuaxe tollerable,.. 
F -to be ever alone, then never able tobe (o, bi Pe! 7 os 
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-/ yer their Kinzdoms, to live a fo tary life 


' 


- natural man to be ſo merry, 


17 in company 3 as the believer alone 3 yea , faith S. 


* he who hath an inheritance fallen to him , fecles a more ſolid joy withia : Lo he 

- that enjoyes his Saviour, and hath the ailix: ance of Heaven , is truly merry at 
the heart, and keepes Hilzry Tearme all his life. And indeed , nothing in the 
world is worth envie, belides the condition of a true Ct: iſtian. 

Bur to what end doe tell a blind man , how glorious and bright a creature 
the Sun 1s ? or a poor man, what ſummes of money aie in-the Kin.s Exche- 
quers ? To {o many as are unrenewed I ſpcake in Parables , Revel. 2. 17, Yeas 
this ſeemes to them a Paradox, that the people of God thould be a merry people: 
for contrariwile, they dream of nothing bs ſolirarinctic , and inelancholly : as 

+ the common people thought Twlli to be moſt idle , when he Radied inoft : or 
+ 25 the Husbandman in &E ſope obje&ted idlenelle to the Poe. : bur us he reply-= 
ed, I am never-ſo idle as in thy company , ſo may the relivious , we are rever ſo 
ſolitary, never ſo melancholly 3 as when in ſocicty with you that are vicious. 
ft "This was David's caſe, which maketh him cry out , Wo ks me , that IT mujt re- 
main in Meſeck, and dwell in the Tents of Kedar : hc found it a heavy yoke 
-* fo be yoked with irreligious companions. 
Andadoublereaſon may beygiven of it , though iwe fear not to ſuffer cither 
1n our perſons, goods, or good names ( as before you have ir. ) For fiſt, the 
* ſoul? thar lives among thornes, ſhall hardly thrive, they are ſuch Bickbvaiies to 
| agodly life, that they will do what they can, to hinder our goodne(s 10 Heaven, 


liries whichare in us; like an evil North-wind, they blow upon the bus of our 
| graces, and nip them. 
| 2. Secondly, Tt would make a mans heart to blzed, to hear and conſider, how 
. - ſwearing, blaſpheming, cutſed ſpeaking , railing, ſlandering , quarrelliag , con- 
- -rending; jeſting, mocking, ſcothng, flattering, lying , ditlembling , vain , cor- 
rupt, and filthy ſcolding, icurrilous, looſe and idle taiking , doth overflow with 
them inall places : ſo that ſuch as fear God , had better be any where then in 
the company of moſt men. Now I were mad if Tſhould ſo aftect company , as 
to live voluntarily where vexations ſl:all daily ſalure me. © 
Indeed, a man is not rightly faid'tg$ve, untill he hath abandoned wicked lo- 
. eiety. $imilis having lived ſeven yeers apart from rhe World , after a long time 
- ſpent ina military lite, he left this Epitaph behind him , Here lies ol1 Similis, 
8" et one that lived but ſeeven yecrs, This made Frederick the third , Eleftor 
-  Palatinc, when ſome ſuch friends of his defired his company, to anſwer , I have 
* Lived enough to you; let me now live 10 my ſelf , and with my Lor4 Chriſt, 
” Yea, Saint Auguſtine, tendayes bcfore he dyed , deſired none might come to 
Ava that ſo, in that time, he might the better fit himſelf for God, And indeed 
= ule can-neyer enjoy God, that is not ſometimes retired, 
" at we.could, in any reatonable time 3 give a ſtop to our madding and 
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% - When'T read of Hiero the yo of Syracuſa, and other ſuch , that gave o-þy 
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| / FT ONT 40; I ſomewhat wonds:r : I thould nor, 
/ to hear of a —__ and Chriſtian King that did ſo. It is impoſſible tor the 


F- Auguſtine, the teares of thoſe that pray , are ſweeter then the joy. s of the 
| Theater, Indeed, 2 witty jcit may make a man laugh more , and lowde: : but ſi 


* and thegoodneſs of Heaven to us ; they will wither all our- good pa::$ and quu= | 


—— 


A, 
SL 
3 


* 
+ 8 
: + 


azainſt evil Society. © 
'e O-traying fancies : that we could , after ſo long time ſpent in the luſts of the fel 
nor zIn.! pride of lice , bzinz home our cogitations and intentions-unto our ſelves; 
thefnak: cif thul2 vioient noli-Faſts, bid our companions farewel, which have 100 |! 
n'S, ons engaged ou: foulcs, and eſt-anged us from our ſelves, ©, 8088 
the] But whicn we arc {0 velded . combined, and glewed to the world , is is noeas "7 
ut ſhe matter ro make a ſate rerreat : it is a flcaing ro ſome to be ſundred 3 thereby. 
he ficu pal away ſome pecce of themſelves. | 43 
' at | lathiscale, what we ca.mnot do all at once, let us gain upon our ſelves by de=. ; 
the ſprecs 3 70 back ttrp by t.p 3 firſt, block up one pallage , then another. Will you: 
know whar courſe De:aojtheneſs rook in this caſe ? He, to the end thar his ac» 
we $quiincance and nearett iciends might not ( by carying him abroad , — | 
= fro thcir cuſt»m< ) withdraw him trom his (tudy and books, cauſed the. hair 
ay fhis head to bethivad « 3 and after rook an order, that they ſhould. not peep out, 
©; [uni be had ſhook off bis conſorts, by continually making them looſe their las 
3S fbou:s. It were happy for our young ſtuujents, if they would a little imitate 
Or hin 3 it they were not overmuch aftected and addiftzd ro company keeping 3 if 
'= | th<y would bur confider , that friends are the thieves of rime , the moſt prect» 
© F ous jewel they can part witt all. 
S, 8.29, 4 
- | x71 Ur here it wiilb: objeed. That we are melancholly perſons , ſtrayerg  ; 
B from rhe drove of mankind , and whereas nature hath made us ſacia»- 
ble creatures » in making us'men, religion hath altered to a crazied difs +; 
r | poſition, whereby we are milpkating toall, as all ro us, <3 
* | Tothis isanſwercd, Suppoſe it were true ( but I ſhall in place more conveniw/ /! 
) | ent prove, that the rel1gious only enjoy true mirth, and that worldly mirth' is”* 
* | more talked of then felt, ſpiritual joy more felt then talk'd at, though I may aps +5 
| peale toany mans conſcicnce, that hath been loftned with the unction of grace, 
and truly taſted the powers of #e world to come ) yer they think it is 3.4 
bcing a good Chriſtian, then a good fcllow 3 and hola it far berrer , in good ſad-' * 
ncfle to be faved with a few, as Noa? was in the Arke, then+in good fellowſhip, | 
with the multitude, to be drowacd in fin, and damaed for company. 
we are content ( ſaith onc) to paſſe, through ſomewhat more unſociably, in-- - | 
to happineſs ; is ſufficcth> we hall mect with good company , 43 our journeys. 
end, inthe Kinglom of Heaven , even an innumerable company of Saints. 
and Angels, - . | 2: 0 
Tue men of the World pradtiſe, what once a Jeſter ſpake, who , when a great 
Lord asked him, whether ac would go to Heaven or Hell ? Anſwered , 80 bell, ' 
for there ( quoth he) I ſhall be ſure ts. meet your Lordſhip , and the greateſt-:. 
part of mane 4cquaintance. Bat it 18not ſo with the true Chriſtian : he lit le." 
loves Ghr1/t, that will not toilow him without company : and his zcale is cold, 2 
to Heaven , whom the example of numbers can- turn another way. Wherefore: 
let us ſay, as much as Pcter {aid 3 and do more, then Peter did 3.$0ngh allen, 
ſhout ' forſake thee, yet will I not leave thee > O Saviour : neither magnitudg by 


of Princes, nor multitude of pecple 1ball prevail with me. EE 
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But the world wronzs religion, when they accule it to be an enemy 16 goods © 
fellowſhip ; for (he harh got a tollower, which dork nor lay. with Þ. Td, Pſa. 
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WO Armory of proof 
#5 Tread of Hzero the Tyrant of Syracuſa, and other ſuch , that gave o= þk 
TR - their Kingdoms, to live a fo itary life , I ſomewhat wondr : I ithould nor, þr 
/ to hear of a religious and Chriſtian King that 6id ſo. Ir is impotfible tor the [{p 
Þh natural man to lo merry, in company 3 as the believer alone 3 yea , faith S. Nv 
” Auguſtine, the teares of thoſe that pray , are ſweeter then the joys of the 
| Theater, Indecd , 2 witty jcit may make a man laugh more , and lowde: : but |; 
he who hath an inheritance fallen to hin , feels a more (ſolid joy withia : Co he ye 

- that enjoyes his Saviour, and hath the ailiu: ance of Heaven , is truly meiry at 
the heart, and keepes HzLazry Tearme all his lite. And jndeed , nothing in the g] 
world is worth envie, belides the condition of a true Ct: ti aNes_ | 
Bur to what end doeT tell a blind man , how glorious and bright a creature Þq 

} theSun 11s ? ora poor man, what ſummes of money aie in-the Kin.s Exche- It, 
| quers ? Too many as are unrenewed I ſpeake in Parsbles , Revel. 2.17, Yea fh 
this ſeemes to them a Paradox, that the people of God thould be a merry people: þ y 
for contrariwile, they dream of nothing ws ſolirarinetic , and inelancholly : as | þ 
the common people thought T'#uH{i tobe moſt idle , when he ſtudied inoſt : or || þ 
85 the Husbandmian in && ſope objefed idlenelle to the Poe. : bur «s ht reply= | r 
ed, I am never-ſo idle as in thy company , ſo may the relizious , we are rever fo | c 

{. ſolitary, never ſo melancholly 3 as when in ſociety with you that are vicious, 
| This was David's caſe, which maketh him cry out , Wot me , that T mujt re- | ; 
F main in Meſeck, and dwell in the Tents of Xedar : hefound ir a heavy yoke | 
'* to be yoked with irreligious companions. 

F Andadoublereaſon may be given of it , though ive fear not to ſuffer cither | y 
| inour perſons, goods, or good names ( as before you have ir. ) For firſt, the 
F ſoul: thar lives among thornes, ſhall hardly thrive, they are ſuch Bickbvatics to || e 
| agodly life, that rhey will do what they can, to hinder our goodnels to Heaven, || x 
and the goodneſs of Heaven to us 3 they will wither all our- good pa:is and qui= -P-1 
| 


| liries whichare in us ; like an evil North-wind, they blow upon the buds of our 
F graces, and nip them. 

2. Secondly, Tt would make a mans heart to bleed, to hear and conſider, how 
} ſwearing, blaſpheming, curſed ſpeaking , railing, ſlandering , quarrelliag , con- 
| tending, jelting, mocking, ſcothing, flattering, lying , ditlembling , vain , cor- 
| rupt, and filthy (colding, icurrilo.:s, looſe and idle taiking , doth overflow with | 
 theminall places : ſo that ſuch as fear God , had better be any where then in || | 
the company of moſt men. Now I were mall if Tſhould ſo aftect company , as | 
to live voluntarily where vexations ſhall daily ſalute me. © 

Indeed, a man 1s not rightly ſaid tg$ve, untill he hath abandoned wicked [o- 
-  ciety. Similis having lived ſeven yeers apart from the World , after along time | 
{ſpent ina military lite, he left this Epitaph behind him , Here lies ol4 Similis, }| 
-* et one that lived but ſeeven yecrs, This made Frederick the third , Elector 
- Palatine, when ſome luch friends of his deſired his company, to anſwer , I have 
* Lived enough to you; let me now live 10 my ſelf , and with my Lor4 Chriſt, 
> Yea, Saint Angrſtine, tendayes before he dyed , deſired none might come to 
, bimz tharſoyin that time, he might the betrer fir himſclf for God, And indeed 
&.. that (oule can-neyer enjoy God, that is not ſometimes retired, 
& * O'thar we could, in any reatonable time; give a Rop ro our A and 


ls {or 


ay 
«7 : 


azainſt evil Society. © =P 
raying fancies : that we could , after ſo long time ſpent in the Juſts of the Refs"? 
n.p:ide of lize , bring home our cogitatioas and intengions/unto our felvess 4 
ſnak ct# rhut2 vioient hola-faſts, bid our companions farewel, which have too | 
ons engaged ou: foulcs, and eſt:anged us from our ſelves, +7. 2, tl 
' | But whcn we arc [o welded, combined, and glewed to the world , is is noeas: 
at fie matter ro make a ſafe retreat : it is a flzaing to ſome to be ſundred 3 thereby- 
Ie Jycu pul away ſome pecce of themlel ves. | - If 
it | lathiscale, what we ca.inot do all at once, let us gain upon our ſelves by des. '} 
e Fgrecs 3 0 back itzpby tp 3 firſt, block up one paſlage , then another. Will you. ” 
know whar courſe Demoſthenes took in this caſe ? He to the end thar his ac» 
e [quaicance and neareit triends mizhr not ( by carying him abroad , — "4 
= fro thcir cuſtome ) withdraw him tom his ſtudy and books, cauſed the hair of  ; 
» | his head to bethavald « 3 ani 3frer took an order, that they ſhould. not peep out, 
* Þ uni:l he had ſhook off Lis conſorts, by continually making them loole their las 
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bous. It were happy for our young ſtuuients, if they would a little-imirate 
* | bin 5 if they were not overmuch aftzcted and addidtzd ro company keeping 3 if - 
* | thy would bur confider , that friends are the thieves of rime , rhe moſt prects | | 
| | ous Jewel they can part witt all. 


8. 29, | 
TJ Ur here it wiilb: objced. Thar we are melancholly perſons , ftrayerg  ; 
from the drove of mankind , and whereas nature hath- made us ſacia=: 


[4 


ble creatures y in making us men, religion hath altered to a crazied difs ? 


poſition, whereby we are milpkating to.all, as all ro us, & 
To this is anſwered, Suppoſe it were true ( but I ſhall in place more convenis 
ent prove, that the rel1ygious only enjoy true mirth, and that worldly mirth' is 
more talked of then feli, ſpiritual joy more felt then talk'd at, though I may aps +; 
peale to any mans conſcience, that hath been ſoftned with the untion of graces; : 
and truly {ted the powers of #2e world to come ) yet they think it is (i 4 
being a zoo Chriſtian, then a good fellow 3 and hola it far better , in good ſad=" * 
ncfl: to be ſaved with a few, as Noa? was in the Arke, then+in good fcllowſhip, 
with the multitude, to be drowacd in fin, and damaed for company. "A 
We are content ( {uith onc) to paſſe, through ſomewhat more unſociably, in-- 
to happ:nefs ; it ſufficcr we jhall mect with good company , as our journeys. © 
end, inthe King:lom of Heaven , even an innumerable company of Saints. | 
and Angels, - | -— IG | 
Tue men of the World practiſe, what once a Jeſter ſpake, who , when a great 
Lord asked him, whether ac would-go to Heaven or Hcll ? Anſwered , 80 bell, - : 
for there ( quoth he ) I ſhall be ſure #8 meet your Lordſhip , andthe greateſt- | 
part of nine acquaintance. But it is norſo with the true Chriſtian : he lirtle.” 
loves Ghr/jt, that will not toilow him without company : and his zcale is c | 7 
to Heaven , whom the example of numbers can- turn another way, Wherefore” 
let us ſay, as much as Pcter (aid 3 and do more, then Peter did 3 #2ongh alkmen, 
Jhoul ' forſake thee, yet will I not leave thee , O Saviour : neither magnit 
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But the world wron?s religion, when they accule it to be an enem 


of Princes, nor multitude of pecple 1bail prevail with me, CN <3 


Fell whip : for ſhe hath got a follower, which doth nor ſay. with . avid, Pm. 
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FT Armorof proof © "72 
-F: Bx9. 63: T #1 it 60npanion 20 all them zhat feare thee, and keep thy nee he 


# forthe godly mans chief delight 5 in the Saints, and ſuch as excell in 

# | Pſa 26, 3. Yca, and their tellowſhip is (o good, profitable, and deleQable, thef© 
4 as Syneſpus was of opinion, that King Hicron got more by Simonides acquain{" 
-cance , then $7m#nzdes did by his ; and as we read that Pharaoh, Saul, and NeÞ*® 
bichadneqar were more pleaſurcd by Foſeph,David, and Danicl, then Danietl 
Dzvid, and Foſeph were by them : ſo 1 p:itwade my ſelf, great petſ5ns would find" 
themſelves more then required , if they would vouchlafe the company of ſome 
209 by mp : for a wiſe and holy Chriſtian (like his Lord and Maſter ) whered?® 
he goes , makes better cheare then he tinls, in an happy exchange of ſpi«|® 
ritual repaſt for bodily. Yea , as Plato accounted it one ot the four great privy» Wi 
I lidges, for which he was eſpecially bound to nature, thaz he lived in the time off" 
i Socrates: fo they ſhould think it none of the leaſt favours, for which they were pl 
{ bound to blefi-God, that they enjoyed ſo religious and holy ſociety. be 
Ir is true indeed, there is a ſuppoſed good tellowſhip , to which religion is an|** 

encry 3 becauſe. ir is-an enemy to this holy fellowſhip of the Saints : and good ||. 
reaſon, the one are to the other, as Wolves are to the Lambs : now is it any || % 
marvail if the Lambs care not greatly for the company of the Wolves ? the || " 
| Lambe would nor willingly be alone 3 yer it is far better when ſolitary, then in a | V 
Wolviih {ocier y. b 
t 
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- "Generons minds will aflociate with their matches and cquals, or fione : as 
David-bzing a King, when he was expulſcd his own Country , reſorts to none 
bur Kings : tor firſt he goeth ro Ach5s, King of Gat 3 then to the King of Ao» 
#1 $4N. 21.10. and 1 Sam. 22.3. | 
_ 2: Neipher are our ding-thirits, who laviſh out their eſtates, and throw the houſe 
out atwindowes ( as we ule to (ay ) good fellowes , thouzh chey call themſelves 
' ſo; for good feliowes and evil men are incompatibl: 3 like $:4ne9n and Levi, 
ſworn b:others, but brethren in evill 3 which is roo evil a brotherhood , for af 
honeſt man to make one in, or ( indeed) a wiſe man : for is not hee a fool , th: t 
will fel} Heaven tor company, as a great many true drunkards Joe ? For my own 
part; it I have good company, I will cheriſh them as Lot did his Angels , which 
were {ent for guardians : if I have any bad, I will ſtudie to looſe them , leaſt by 
keeping them, I looſe my felt in the end, 
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® 1s, that according to-the Apoſtles rule , ſo far as is poſſible , we may have 
peace with all men, which is no way obtainable , but by a ſeparation. A 
t- wicke1 man ( faith Salomon ) is abomination to the juſt : and be that is tp- 
 #ght in bis way, abomination #0 the wicked, Prov. 29. 27. it lo, either no 
| GOmMmUNION, Or No Peace. | 
© 'Brilieverszand luch as ate enemies to the Crofle of Chriſt , can never be re 
 Odneited, art lealt in heart, What communion can righreoulneſs have with ufi- 
*  fighreouineſs ? You may as well tye a ſure knot between 2 Cobweb and a Cable 
354 true and falt love-knot, berween the chils! of God and a wicked man, Theſe 
06 yoke ronether, agree like the Harp and the Harrow : they are as ſuitable, 2s 
+a oder Legoand © Thigh of ich : which makes the ApoRRie Rom, 12.18, 


9. 30. 
'N Fs Another reaſon why we ſhould ſeparate our ſelves from their ſoczety 
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+412 crijoyning us to have peace with all men, to add, if it be poſſe: andan ang OY 
taper place ro lay, be not uncqually yoked with infidels , for -as we ſhould not be; - 


the okedwith inhdels zo we ſhould not be yoked with common drunkards anc s; 
= wearers, nor with Atheiſts, which arc no better then infidels ; tor thag alſo is to 
Nee unequally yoked, unicis we be Atheiſts too. -, 55:50 
As the Fews might not conſort with the Canaznites : ſo we may not conſors, 
fngvith them winch are like Can.unitcs. Wile Salomon chargeth us from God, - 
,mehat wee ſhould not keep company with gluttons and drunkards , Proverbs 23. 
ere J20- and the A polite enjoyneri us » NoF £0 have any felluwſhip , nor ſo Mlely 
pie £46 with 4. runkars, 1 Cor. 5. 11.4nd that we ſhould have no fellowjpip | 
vieſwith theſe unſruitful works of darkneſſe , or, if unwittingly and unwillingly 
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we be thruſt into any ſuch iociety, we mult nor imitate , but reprove thems £- 
pheſians 5. 11. and wee prof.tle our lelves' the ſervants of Gad :, now they are 
bad ſervants, who will keep company with their maſters enemics y cipecialiy, at= 
:er he hath ſtreightly charged them ro tie cont. ary. | 
Alatl:) what thou! we a9 10 the p:ctence ot bil: pe: (ons,when even our lober. 
ISNILAnce, in ill courlcs, 15 more then ail fteemed ot the world ? Yea z when jt 
is not enough for thei ro b2 bad thelelves , except cfiey raile at tue good ? 


When if rherebe one in a company » that abho:s impious language , they will. ? 
blaipheme on purpoſe ro vex him ? When they will think chemielves lighted, if, * 
they be not ſent away drunk ? When to depart tober is ucia incivility ? And 

we cannot talk iily enough , ncr do lewaly eaough y to bar thy:;n company 3 we 

can ncicher ſay as they lay, nor be tilent when we fee and kear ;heir bateneis. AS* 
whom would it not tir, ro hear oath's {tive tor number, with words 3 ſcotts, © 
with oaths vain ſp-eches, with both ?' we love neither yo bite,y nor fawngagies; | 
we Cait not torbear rolpeak the naxed watt: 3 which it wedo., will breed a:iF9at* 
rel. . As for initance 3 one j.{t5 pleuianily with his Maker 3 another, makes 
himſelf ſport with Sc ipcurc 3 a third, hls tis ;couth with oaths of ſound'za: 
fourth, {coits at the reit;ious 3 ane  lpcaks viilany 3 anothet, laugbs ;ar it: 3a” 
vlird, deren's it 5 one, makes hiint.lra lwine , another ,.a divell, Now whos . 

that 1s not all earth, can encurcit? Yea , ewho z Laying Sracc, can hcar fuch | 
wickednelle , and fecleth nor loae {park of holy tadignation ariſe in him , while: : 
he thinks of it ? O: who having nor loit his ipiritual [-nt , can endwie the fs! 
vour cf fuch nvyſome and itinkiag breath, as their rotten luags ſend iorth. 

Well born chilren a.e touchel to the quick, with rhe injuries of ti.cir Parents'2 

and not thus to be moyed , is toconkcs our [.ives battards. Indeed, menrof 

ſtee] itomacks can dizelt any aiicou.t., though never fo courſ.; but the 2:IC108S: | 
know, that 7s they muit render an account for evcry 1le word, fo likewile irc s 
their idle lilznce 3 for in this cale not torep-ove them either by word, or WY > 
is todo the tame things in ju:lgment ani conſcience,witich rhe other dota as 
ally. Every evil we {ce doth either vex, or infeet us, Vie very fivhr of fin makeg 
a man either {ad, or guilty” : it wee ice ity and be not ſorrowfal , weare finfak If 3 
Lot had not been vexzd with the bcaltly $'o.lomztes, God had beenvexcd with © 
him : yea, in luch a cale not :o be yery.anzry , is ro make God veryangry; Ely"; 
heard of his ſons iinpiety , no doubt with grief enough ,. but nary 
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Tv - A-wonr of proof 

F*emilſſe in heating of their. tranſgreflion, It is eafie to be guilty of anothers 
& wickedneſle, even out very permiffion apprepriates crimes to us : we need no 
$ more guiltinefs of any (in, then our willing tolleration. All fins which we give 
© allowance to, being commitred, or not hindertd by us, it we may, are ours, as if 
we committed them : fiſt , Commanders 3 2. Abbettorsz 3. Counſcllors ; 
* 4. Conſenters 3 5. Commenders 3 6, Connivers 3 7. Concealers 3 8. not hin- 
| derers 3 cach of theſe will be found guilty before Gods Tribunal. What ſaith 
the Prophet to King Fchoſaphar, wouldſt thou help the wicked , and not only 
ſo, but wouldſt thou love them that hate the Lord ? therefore for this thing 
the wrath of the Lord 7s upon thee,2 Chron.19.2.We need-do no more to bring 
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How muck better then to oppole thy ftiend by rep:roving him,then that God 
ſhould reprove thee for being at one with-him. 

Burt this is no frzend!y part : yes , the Scripture affirms , that not to zell 
or.e; Brother plainly of his fault, ar lealt;if there be probability cfdoing good, 
is to hate him in his heart, Levzs. 19. 17, And Philoſcphy tels us, that 3s truly 
per feet love, which, to profit and do good, feareth not to hurt or offend ; that 
aimonitions and correaions are-the chicfeſt offices of friendſhip. Diogenes 
| when they called him Dog, for kis ſha: pkind of rc buking, would anſwer , That 
| other Dogs uſed to bitetheir encyades , but he his friends, for their greater 
; good. And Scipo, the elder, when his fiicnJs;for fo doing,turned his enemies, 
| was able to fay, I have gruen mine cnemics as much caufetol.ve me, as my 

friends, | 
Phocton when a friend of his would have caſt himſelf away , would nor ſuffer 


& #hou canſt not have me both for thy friend and flatter, Indeed, a flattering 
| friend is a-birter enemy , yea ( as one {weetly ) no encmy can br ſo mortal, as 
theſe officious Clyents, whoſe flattery (othes a man up in wickedneſs ! for 
| they are traytors to the {oul, and by a pleaſing violence kiil rhe bit part cternal- 
| ly. Whence Euriprdes exhorts men to gct ſus h friends , as would not fpareto 
diBleiſe them, laying, friends ar&like wines , thoſe that being new arc hard 
end harſh, prove beſt 3 the moſt pleaſing; arc leaſt laſting : and indeed , he that 
 Joves not ſuch a fricnd; hates himiclf. 
y A wile man will [ay to his friend, love heartily , and then {peak what thou 
wilt. And for a man not tockide bis friend, leaſt be ſhould offend bim » is as if 
| (when he were ready to be drownea) he ſhould fear to carch him by the hair of 
the heads, left he ſhould looſe a few ot them. Wherefore either let them abide thee 
No fi iend-to their taults, or no friend to themlelves. 
* - And what if a&monition and reproofb2 as unwelcome to thy friend, as water 
* into a Ship ? What if it ſound no better ro him, then muſfick out of tune 3 or 
* raltnedweeter, then bitrtr pils, which fick men take with an unwilling willing- 
- nefi-?Wilt thou neglect the office ofa triend,to avoid the ſulpition of an enemy? 
- | Inaeed, it thou meet with a contentious fool, thou ſhalt do wiſely,in not ans 
 ſwerivg whatſoever he objects : for it is more policy and diſcretion to gain a 
fiend withourtrcuble, then a foe with it : and our Saviour ſaith , give ye not 
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the wrath of God upon us, then cven to love and favour thoſe which hate him. * 


him, ſaying, I was made thy friend for this purpoſe : and to King Antipater, 


Y that which i holy #6 Dogs, neither caſt ye your pearl before Swine 3 we | 
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tread them under their fect, and turni ng 4g4in all to vent you, Matth. 7. Io 

Again, as in Gods and their own behalf we are bound to reproye thera :o 1% 
our nezghbours alio, ro whom, in this caſe, we owe adurty : for, admit we are ut” 
company when, and where our brothers good name is taken away by talſe reporty? 
it is our duty to defend the truth,in his behalf : we muſt neither backbire others, * 
nor be willing to give care unto backbiters of others. It was an honeſt ck 4 
one 3 45 1 will bc my preſent friends ſelf , ſo Ile be my abſent friends depu- * 
ty, to ſay for him what he woull, and cannot fpeak for himſelf. | 

But thou wilt ask me. What need men trouble themſelves with that which ſo- ! 
little concerns them ? | 

My anſwer ſhall be ſuch another queſtion, Whar needed Afoſcs to have affli- 
&ed himlclt with the afflictions of ochers, that he might work their deliverance, 
when himſelf was at caſe and pleaſure jn the court of Pharaoh ? what.nceded Fo- 
nathan have puichaled his fathers diſpleaſure , and brought - his own life in jeo» 
pardy, that he might juſtihe David in his uprighrneſs, and ſave his life > What 
needed Calvin, in the ycer 1556, when Perin had conſpired againſt the eſtate of 
Geneva, have run into the midit of their naked ſwords , to appeaſe the tumult ? 
what needs the hand calt ir (elf betwixt a blow and the head,though it be cur off. 
by this mear: ? What needs the eye ſerve more to-the uſe of the other members,in - 
being watchful! cightly to direct them , then for it (elf? A good heart cannot -: 
abide to be happy alone 3 which is a religious anſwer , to a reaſonable queſtion.” 
unreaſonably moved. Yea, admit it were not a duty for one member to lack the | 


peace with them by a familiarity. WS wall 


good of another , or of the whole , and that God had nor enjoyned us fotodo: 
] am ſure it is a pardonablefault , ro dolefle good to our ſelves, that we may do 
more good to, and for athers, 

Bur ſuppoſe we offend them not this way 3 yer we ſhall another , if we keep} 
them company. "The natuxall man conccits of himlſclf, far beyond what another 3 
cftcems him : and in calc he finds he is undervalued, willflye in your face , and - 
perhaps do you mote milchicf , then can cahily be repaired : as that was done.in 
one quarter of an hour by our ftirit Parents , which tended to the ruin of them, _ 
and all mankind. Ir is uſual with drunkards to kifle when they mcer , and kill - 
when they part. Drunken Alexandcr killed Clytus, for whom ſober Alexander 
would have killed himlelf, The Danes and Nor wayes once purpoling for Eng- _ 
land, fell drunk on ſhipboard, and fo {laſht one another , that there was an end - 
of their voyage. Our of their gallant dilpoſition , you ſhall bave one kill ano= * 
ther, upon the interpretation of a word 3 a manifelt confeſhion , that their life is 
not much worth, fith they will {ell it ſo good cheap :;yea , there are not wanting 
of them that relemble Fimbrza of Rome, who meeting a Citizen that he hated,; | 
gave hima deadly thruſt into the body with his {word, and the next day cnrzed® 
an ation againſt him , that he had received bar part of his blad inta hisbody 5 
and not all, as he meant it. 1 

Yea, pzrhaps they may make you todo that which-you neyer dreamt of : like. 
Herod , who cut off Fohn Baprilt's head, only to anſwer the expetarign of the- 
ſtanders by, Matth. 14. 9.As for flattery it never wants welcome , whileſelfdove, 
is at. home : but the plain dealing man cannot live among theſe: Vipers, od 4 
not; be ſtung by them : yea, he livesmolt in trouble, that, moſt. ſecks to have. 
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2”, Well then; if they are ſo offenſive to the ſtomack of our company , that theyſC 
* will not ler us be ar peace 3 our beſt way will be to ſpew them out , to deal wirhſo! 
Four v1d vicious contorts, as the Fox in the Fable d1d by his Flees : who wading 
> ©backward into the wartcr, by degrers, drew them all intoa lock of Wooll , whichÞh 
; had in his mouth, and then lett it {wimming zeven leave them, without ta-ſ a 
king leave ot chem 3 or if you like nor to tear triendthip aſunder upon the ſud-|Þb 
den, you may uitow it by little and little, He that would not continue a friend, 
may but ne2lcd him, and have his aym. | t 
| S. 3. . a 

AJ, b. Burt I hear hone boaſt ſo muchof peacc, as rhe ungodly 3 nor. none 1 
( | 
« 


taxea lo with contention, as the religious, 

Anſw. Boaſt of it they nzay , but ir is apparent that the way of peace 
they h;ve not [s 14h as known : indeed , they have ſome kind of agreement 2- 
mong themferves 3 2::d ſo have Serpents,and Beares , and Wolves : it is a rare 
thi:g, to ſee one Wolf devour, or tight with another : yea, they have made a co-| 
wenaut with aceath, and arc at agrecacnt with Hell , Iſai. 28. 15. andyert: 
.aS ther. 4s no pcace 10 1/)C wickid, Tſa. 57.21. fo there is no peace among the 
wi et ; tor every combrnation incvvil, is rebellion , and not peace 3 rather a 
conſpiracy , tixa a Concord like the ayreement of Abſalomand Achitophel, 
-comiwvining regetber againſt David 3 or of Herod and Pilatc, conſpiring againſt 
Chriſt ; or of tus fail. Apoſtles, plotting againſt Paul, ſo me:ting in malice to 

do miichiet : but a yodly diffcation is berter then ſuch a wicke1 pace. 

Neither can any wonder, that wicked men do fo conſpire in evil , that there 
is ſuch un4nimity in the broachers & abbettors of it 3 it he but take notice of 
tnoſe Devils, which being many in ſubſtance; were yer one in name, a&t;on, ha- 
bitation, cvcn a wile Legion in one man, Mark 5. 9.all the praiſe of concord 
15 in the ſubject 3 it rhat be holy , the conſent is angelicall ; if fintull, develiſh; 
trucp.uce i i0 have Pace wich God, war with ſhow, 25" » Rom.5.1.and 7. 22, 
23. pcowith veituc, war with vice : whereas they have peace andareat league 
with their 50s; but arc at war with G24 and good men all at once : bur a juſt 
War is 3 thoviana times better, then ſuch an ill conditioned peace 3 yea, it no 
way celeryes the name of peace, except we be at enmity with the Serpent, at uni- 
ty withj: our fel1:s : we ought {oro be ar peace with men , as that we do not 
W.4r with: God and i11s graces : peace mult be followed with holincſſe, Heb. 12. 

\. 14. Vraerdore Zaiha. y joyncth faith, peace, and truth together, Zach, 8. 16.and 
&.- St. Paul, peace and r7g'tcouſneſs, peace and edification , peace and joy in the 
t Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17. 19. 20. &c, Thus the Scripture ſers us our bounds 
; « for peace, which we may not paſlc 3 and ſhews that ungodly men are not guilty 
[A91S-grace 3 that they do bur talk of pace, not praCtilc it. 

= But luppolc we could enjoy pcace in their company 3 yet we can never expect 


| have their /oves : for drunkards only Love drunkards , and one wicked man 
- © another 3 but care not a ruſh for any that are good : being like Phalari the Ty- 
- rant, who would never g:ant any requelt, except it were to a diflolute woman, 
” + but ſuch he ncyer denied. Likeneſs we know is the cauſe of love, and lovr the 
. -eauſeof likeneſs; whereas the believer and the unbeliever are altogether unlike; 

one being erncificd and dead to the world, Gal. 6, 14. but _— 7 i 
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We ſcldome ce different diſpoſitions entirely loving : for hence: growes theN 
height of friendſhip, when rwo fimilary ſouls do blend in their commixions, ® 
and hence it is, that two friends are ſaid to come into Pulcan's ſhop, to beg this -* 
boon of him : that he would either beate them on his Anvile » or melt them in 
his Fornace both into one, the which ke granted, I'rs likeneſs that makes the 
true love knot of fricn4ſhip : when we find another of our own diſpoſition , it 
appears the ſame ſoul in a divided body. Naiuie that makes us love our ſelves, 
makes us, with the ſame reaſon, love thoſe that are like us. A frien4 is a more 
facred name, then a Brother, Pro. 18. 24. For what availes it to have the bo« 
dies from the ſame original, when the fouls within them differ ? 

And yet ſome ( Rehoboanlike ) patling over the religions, will joyn them- 
ſelves with ungodly perſons 3 like as tome put away honeſt wives, and go to har= 
lots : wherein they deal as wilely, as if a man ſhould caſt away his fleſhly leg,and 
ſet on anorher of wood. 4 

Cauſa patrocinio non bona pejor crit. We 

Or admit thou ſhouldit enjoy a wicked mans love 3 it is but mercenary, baſe, 
an\l inconſtant, and ſo not worth the having. Indeed, there was never ſuch ab- 3 
je and ervileprottitutions of preſernations, as life, ſoul, devotion , adoration, + 
lervant Jlaye, &c. as there is now amonsgit our drunkards and roarers,and what | 
love they exprelle to one, they profcſle to all 3 every one they know, or ſalute, is 
their friend : but friendſhip ſo diſtrafted, like as the River Ganges was by Cy- 
145, into 365. brooks, both looſes her name and nature : a lover of ſo many, ne- 
y crloves any, 

Or, admit a drunkard do love thee : either he loves thee for his own ſake, be-' - 
caulc he hath ſome pleaſure, or profit, or credit by thee, ( as proſperity procur- 
eth friends, no lefle then adverſity proveth them ) which is , with Craterus, to 
love the King, rather, then with Ephaſtion, to l:ve Alexander : now I do 
not hold him worthy thankes , that protcflzth mee kindnelle for his own ends. 

O: ſecondly , he loves only thy body or natural parts , which is bur the 
worlt peece of thee 3 and love to the badly, 1s but the body of love 3 the ſoule'of 
love, is the love of the ſoule. 

Neither doth he truly love, that loves the body more then the mind and: 
ſoul, or common gifts betore ſzving graces 3 this love as it is never long liv'd, fo 
it is oft but feigned; as you tha!l have drunkards and dillembling polititians ſa- 
lure one another, with Go4 ſave you , at their meeting 3 and wiſh one another 
hanged, ar their parting 3 Tralian-like, they will be TL etons and, coniplemen» ., 
tal in their invitations, but it you accept of their offer , they will hate you for it- 
ever after, A drinking t: iendihip, is but adrunken friendſhip : and beleeve.its, - 
thou wilr find thoſe friends firmeſ, that thy vertues purchaſe thee : theſe will 
love thee , when thy wealth is gone : whereas thoſe that be won without deſert, 
will alſo be loſt without a cauſe 2 you neel but be an Arbitrator berween two :; 
ſuch friends to make them both your enemies : things that differ in'their ends. 
will ſurely part in their way 2 now thy end, is to gain him 3 his-end , to-triakea- - 
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: Wire youtdelerved never ſo well from him, the deniall of one favonr , nay, 
7 health, ſhall drown the memory of many fore-performed ones : which is all onf* 
”- os if for the abortion of one child , a man 1hould kill all the former ſue} 
whereas thegood mans thanks for old favours, lives even in th= blows of injurf'” 
- - ot can you nor feed theſe vermine as you have done , away they 20 3 like a-Sufſ” 

Dial, you ſhall be no longer regarded, then you are ſhined on by proſperiryſ© 
yea, Rats run not faſter away from an houſe on fire 3 nor lice from a dead bodyf}* 
then they from poverty : and ifever it be your miſery to ſtand in need of thenff / 
look for no other requitall ; then Fob had of his friends, whom he com, © 
-pares to a deceitful Brook , which in winter is hard frozen with cold , in SumF” 
-mer dried up with hear 3 berween winter and Summer paſſing away, alwayes def © 
ccirful, never of uſe, Fob 6. 14. to 19. 4 
Yea, a man may ſay of ſuch friends, as a learned Anriquary ſaid of Rumne” 
Marth, ba4in Winter, hurtfull in Summer, ncver good : nay , this compari - 

; -fonfalls ſhort , for thou haſt (ſped well , if ſuch friends prove nor dangerouſly. 
hurtfull, as well as helplefſe. Have I not known ſome of them reſemble th(}!" 
Snake, which when a kind Husbandman had taken out of the cold , and cheriÞ®* 
thel in his boſome, and ſhe had recovered her lively heate, and was grown lultyf} * 
Aingled out him ungratfully to tric her firſt ſting upon ? or a Promotor , that if 
In Lent ears fleſh at your table, and yer is the firit that accuſeth thee to the Ma” 
giſtrare. If Zzb4be waxed great under Mephiboſeth , he will give him a lift for c 
mll he hath. A promored Bzgger hath nor ſcldome renounced his advancer, |? 
And what elfe can be looked for: from them ? They cannot make conlcienceſ} © 

-of civill duties, who make none of divine. If a man have calt off his Gold, ne 

he will cafaly caſt off his friend. They that have broken their faith with him, , 
will keep no faith with us, When Religion is once gone , humanity will novy' 
Fay long after. £ 

I take leave of this point, witha caution. Reveal ro ſuch men no ſecrets, 
for he that now loves thee dearly, may come to hate thee deadly : nor $cleev 

a word that they ſay 3 for they arelike Antigones , who never denied any ſure}. 

that was asked 3 but wirhall, never performed any thing that he granted 3 for 
-what they promiſe when they are drunk , they forget when they are ſober ; or 

like Seul, who being perſwaded of David's worth and loyalty  ſweares , 4s the 
: "Lordliveth he ſhall not die , 1 Sam. 15. 6. yetwithinifour verſes , for all his 
dath, he darts a Speare at him, intending to nail him to rhe wall 3 and in the 
-next verſe , hee ſends meſlengers to his :houſe to kill him 3 or like the 

Councell of Conſtance , who made promiſe to Fohn Huſſe of a conduit 
- and /fafe return 3 yer , like forſworn perſecuters , put him -to death. 


Y. -32, g 
# \B. But here ſome of them will +. That we lay the ſaddle upon the 
4 wrong hotſe, when we tax them for want of peace , Love , and friendſhip; 
in thar the religious only ſhew .7xconſtancy , by.bidding farewell rotheir &;" 
-vldfriends andacquaintance, foſoonasthey:embrace religion. 
| -Anfw. | Fothis isanſwered, Virſtthar conſtancy, exccpt it be in the truth 
2 ahd ive good cauſe, is Impudency : change inthevicious is as great a vertuc, 
"1 ag 76xſkancy krthe vertuous. , The Almazncs were-prailed .for changing their $ 
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azainſt evil Soctety. #3: 
omes, which were found to be but bad before, as Tacitus affirmerh.Copſtan* 2 
Te 18 things 2, is ſofar from b-ing a vere , that ir_isan abſc]ure vice, of þ 
1ngs imperfect, change is the way to perze& them. The Gentiles became be 
_Fevers, the Fees Infidels, Z aches rurnes from the world Demas turns. te. © © 
-yþ< world, Paul turns an Apdſtlc, Fudas an Apoſtate : I would fain know, whte"""2 
cr change inthe Gentilcs , Zacheus and Paul, was not as great a yertuey * 
>—Þ it was a vice in the Fewes, Demas, and Fulas? / ' 
Saint Paul was ir.conſtant indeed; for to day ( as itwere) he breathed out 
breatnings and ſlaughter againſt the Diſciples of Chriſt and to morrow he. 
reacheth Chriſt in the Syn.igoguc: what then? Will any (not debauctied ) cene 
re him of ticklenctic tor it? nay,wil not all wie men think it a great honour r@ 
im,and commend him for ſhaking hands with the high Pricſts , and his tellow 
io urſevants, when once hee heard that voice from Heaven ? At. g. 4. | 
0 There is not any ſo near unto us, bur it he fall trom God, wee may fall.from 
Jim. It merirs the name'of wilfulncfle > when we will nor aamit of a lawful 
ang to the better. 
As Philocrates (ported with Demiſthenes ; you may not marvell Atheni-- 
J$rs, that Dems ſthenes and Ido difter , for he drinks water , and I drink wine : 
ſome laugh ar us for being ſober with Rhenii.3 and we as much piry them, 
pr being drunk with Canary. Again, they cenſure us of inconſtancy 3 we them . 
f zmpudency. Now in this cale when that is reputed ridiculous by one, which: 
accounted lage by another as wile 3 what ſball we do , but make Gods Word 
he umpicr ? Wherefore, in all changes, I will have regard to thelc three rhingss 
. od's approbation, mine own benchir, and the not harming of my neighbour 3 
$14 then where the change is not a fault, 1 will never think it a dilgrace, though 
ie great exchange, the World, ſhould jud-e it ſo. 
Even mocſty, in ſome, is a vic 3 when out of a weak flexibility of nature, 
man hath not courage enough, to deny the requeſt of a ſeeming triend, 
It a man never abandoneth cvill , until ke abandonerh evil company, it is 
gh time to take courage : yea, the longe? wee have been with them, the more 
ed have we to haiten our of them. If this (atishe not , as the Emperor Frede=. 
ick {aid to certain of his Minions , that weie importunare to get 1nto ther - 
nds the ancient demealn of the Empire , that he would rather be accounted. 
if (mall liberallity, then pcrjured ! even ſo-badwe in this caſe rather be aG- 
ounted inconſtant, then b-: unconicionable. | 
To the {econd part of the objection , i anſwer, That truc love and frignc!- 
1pis only among good men. "The wicked may talk of it , and one drunkard. 
1y profetle to another thar he loves him as well as himlſelt ; and thercia ſpeake 
ruth, for, ſaith Auguſtine maſt eleganly, to ſuch an one,thou lov$t aby felf,; 
0as thou wilt deſtroy thy ſclf; ani thou wits deſtroy him whom abou loveſt as - 
by ſelf; yea, better then themielyes 3 for you ſhall have one Ruffian ſalure ana» 
her, with , God fave you Sir, bur after ome ſtrange atteſtations , ſwear away þ 
imſclf with,God damn me Sir:nowhow can any wiic man think him airiends | + 
at ds his own enemy ? heethar is evill rg himcli, xo whow will he begood ?. _ | 
Bur fee rhe depth of ſuch a mans love, and-wherber jt. be.not 10 damn.thybo-. .. 
Iy and ſoul eyerlaſtingly. S, Ambroſe 'rx!s.us.of ene, who. {olicited-a godly wes. 12. 
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=, man to-incontinency; ſaying, be infinitely loved her : ſhe anſwers , if you low 
meſo well as you ſeem, put one of your fingers into the flame, till your fle 
©. be-burnt off : he repiys, that was no part of love in her t9 require it : yes 


"ſaid ſhe, zf yours be love , to cauſe both my bo.iy an4 ſoul to be burnt in hel 
= fire, forever, which by conſequcuce will follow , if I yecld to your requeſt 
and take your counſel. O): that thou hauft the wit to anſwer the drunkard 
when he temprs thee, thus. | 
Indeed there is a kind of agreement, which is ſtrengthened by fin it ſelf; a 
i one fee the keeper of a wench , his (:crecy is bought for ever, But all this 
while, if one call another, friend, it is but to give him a nick-name , whereof he 
iSnor guilty : for true friendivip is ſo ſacred, holy , and pure, that it will not b: 
uſed in evill : which made Perzcles, when he was defired by a friend ot his , tof 
aide him with talſe witnelle, anſwer, that he would befriend him as far as the 
Altar, meaning ſo far, as ftood with piety and religion, or his duty to God, but 
no further 3 and Phocion retule to help his ſon in law Carzles in judgment,being 
accuſed for bribery, ſaying wit hall, zhzt he had maze him his frien.t and allic in 
juſt and reaſonable matters, and in them on!y ; and this likewiſe made Papini- 
81, a Pagan, (bzing cominande{ by the Empz:o: Caracalla, whole Steward and 
familiar he was) refuſe ro defend an un juſt caule, { as Marcellinysrecords) andf 
thus it fares with all that are truly religious. "There is not any one ( quorkſ 
the {incere Chriſtian ) eicher in blood, or otherwite ſo rear unto me , but if heſſ 
fall from Go, I will tall from him : whv ? our Saviour Chriſt hath raughr me, 
-- both by precept and example, that Iihould acknowledg none { ſo as to be led by 
them ) for my brother, ſiſter, or mother, but ſuch as do the will of my Father, 
which ts in Heaven, Matth. 12. 46.10 51. | 
 * Whereas on the contrary, in things lawfull, nothing rivits hearts fo cloſe, ts 
rf2ltgion: it unites them together as 2)ews doth boaids rogether : ir makcs a 
' *knot, even berween 1tuch as never ſaw one anothers face , that Alexander can not 
cut: yea, Tyrants will ſooner want invention for torments , then they with tor- 
tures be made treacherous. How many have choſen rather ro cmbrace the flams, 
then roreyeal their companions, and brethren in Chriſt ? There is no friene- 
ſhip like the fricnſhip of faith. There is Amor ; among Bcalts 3 Dilectto , a 
mong'Men 3 Ch4rit4s, among Chriſtians, that is their pecaliar : nacure makes 
husband and wiic bur one fleſh 3 grace makes rhem eyen one ſpirit : and it is2 
queſtion, whether naturall Parents are to be loved above ſpiritual : we know thatfſ | 
_ Chriſt preferred his ipiricual kindred, to that of the fleſh: and mijor cjÞ connexid 
— _ Cprdinm, quan ſanguinum , faith Bexa, Why it ould we love them more, that 
, brought us into thus finfull and miſerable wo: ld 3 then thoſe , that bring us into 
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be ſuch a looſer by David's ſuccefle , as he 3 Saul was ſure enoughderled tor N 
time , only his ſucceſſor ſhould forgo all that which David ſhould gains an 
none bur David ſtands in Fonathan's way to the Crown 3 and yet alt ris cany 
heli not abate one dram of his love. Asalſo in Ruth and Nagmy 3 whom 10things 
iſt} but death, could part,'Ruth. x. If you will ſee other examples, look: Rom, 1.346"? 
ard 11. 1 The. 2.17, 19. 20, Galathians 4. 18,19, Aﬀ.20. 37, 38. and 16.x5+: 
Luke 4. 42. 2 Kings 2. 4. 9.and 4. 9, 10. As grace is the greateſt attraftiveob 
love 3 fo is it the ſureft bond 3 iris like varniſh, that makes ſeelings not only" 
thine, but laſt, Where: God uniteth hearts, carnall reſpe&ts are roo weak to . 
ditlever them 3 (fince that which breaks off affe&ion , mult nee1s be ſtronger then | 
that which conjoyneth ir, and why doth S. Fohn ule theſe words, once to-rthe- 
elect Lady, 2 Fohn 1.2. and again to Gajus, 3 Fohn1. whom I. love tn the 
truth, but to ihew, that to Love 7n the truth, is the only true love ? Indeed , re © 
ligion is rhe ſureſt cement of all ſocieties : the loſer joynts of all-narurall and ei= 

vill relations, are compacted and contirmed by the finzws of grace and religion : * 
and ſuch a loſe joynted friendſhip cannot hold long , which wants the nerves of - 
religion. Wherefore give meany for , rather then a relolyed Chriſtian: na * 


friend unletie a man truly honelt 
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g. 33- © 
Ut here it will be obje&ted. That we hate and contemn all; who arenot * 


evil-men 3 love, what they are, not what they do 3 as God:made rhem 
they have made themielves3 not-lo hate-,as ro be a'toe ro-gopdn 5 
- o ©; . . i * % Cy TEN OE 9 d 1. £ * . L «Aw S » *x 
ve, as to foſter iniquitys: Is is. 4 queſtion, whether 25 -moalk'dþ whore; | 
- » * f oo Bo fr Ms "> 4p a * # , i AA fu Fs 
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Þt vices friend, or vertues enemy. Now ſaith Auguſtine , He is not angry with 
- bis brother, that is angry with the ſin of his brother : yea, if we hate the vices 
of a wicked man, and love his perſon 3 as the Phylitian, harcth the diſcaſe, but 
© Joveth the perſon of the diſcaſed; there is nothing mere praiſe worthy , as ſaith 
»\ the fame Father. And another, It is the honeſt mans commendation 10 con- 
zemn a vile perſon. And another, I know no greater argument of goodneſſe, 
then the hatred of wickeincfſe, in whomſocver it reſites ; yea, David makes 
It a note of his integrity, F{al.31.6.and 139.21.22.and 26.4.5, and in Pſa. 15, 
He is bold to ask the Lord this queitions ho ſhal dwel in thy tabernacle who 
ſhal reſt zn t y holy mountain? the anſwer he receives is this,1.He that walketh 


uprightly,and worketh rightouſneſs.2. And ſpeaketh the truth from his heart. 
3. He that ſlandercth not with his tongu- , nor doth cvil to bis neighbour, 
207 receiucth a falſe report againſt his neighbour. But the fourth is, Hee, in 
whoſe eyes a vile perſon 25 conteimned, whilc hee honourcth them that fear the 
- Lord; and he cannot be fincere who doth not honour vettue in rags ,. and 
loarh vic:, though ina robe ot State. So that, as the Propher asked Ichoſophat 
. 2 Chron. 19. 2. woul:iſt thou help the wicked , and love them that hate the 
Lord? it may be deman.ied 3 ihould Chriſtians be friends with them who are 
enemics to the Croſs of Chriſt ? ne,no. And yct to the men , ſeparate from 
their manners, ws bave no quarrel, but with them better, then they either wiſh! 
to us; or to themlclves. ? 
Indeed, it we ſhould contemn them, as they think we do 3 it were but a juſt 
- recompence of their folly and wickedncll: : for as one ipeaking of the poverty of 
the puiſe, ſaith, zhaz poverty # juſtly contemptible, which is purchaſed by fol- 
lowing of vice : {0 may I, of the poverty ot tke mind 3 that poverty of wit 
and g ace is jultly contemptible , wi.ich is purchaſed by a wiltull rebellion a- 
.gainft Goc, and the great means of knuwleag and grace which we enjoy. To 
concluue this point, we think ir's berter to lcaye them z' and be rhought proud, 
wronztully 3 then ftay with them, and be known bad, certainly. 


S. 34- 

Gin, ſome will alledg, we give offence to them that are without, which 

is contrary to the Apoltlcs precept, who ſaith, Give none 0 fence, nci- 

ther 30 the Jews, nor to the Giecians, nor to the Church of Go04,1 Cor, 

IG. 32. as they will make a crooked {tak ſerve to beat a Dog , when a freight 
G31 £annos be found, | \ 
Nothing bur ignorance js guilty of rhis ſcruyle : for the offence is only 14- 
ken, ncrt given : and herein they pervert the Apeſtles words , touching offen- 
ces, as Pharaols {e.vants did the time word, when they ſaid unto their Matter 
conce: niny Moſes, How long ſhall pc bc an offence unto us ? Exodus. 10. 7. 
for kk meancth in that place, only ſuch offences as are contrary to the doctrine 
ot the Golpel, as he hath expounded his own mcaning , Rom. 16. 17. And if 
norhing might be done, whereat wicked men arc oftended , then the word &. 
- God muſt nor be preachr, nor his holy and divirte precepts walked in , yea, 
- Chri# mult not have come into the world to redeem it, for he was to the Fews 


» &4ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks _ fooliſhneſs , x Cor. x. 23. Bur all 
God hath conumanded mult be done. 3:and'all which he hath Jett Row | 
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ferent, may be done, and none may; or ought to cenſure the doing of it; "h bs 
precepts plain,one believeth that he may cat of all things 3 and another which +: 
+ wcak earcth herbs, (aith the Apoltle, and what followes ? les not him that 
cateth, dejpiſe him 19at eateth. not 3 an4 let not him #has eateth not, condemm.”" 
him that catcth 3 for Go4hath received him, Rom. 14.2. 3+ - 

It I know the thing ro be good, and that 1 do it to a good end , what careT 
for their idle miſconttruction ? morally good ations muſt not be ſuſpended, *:; 
upon danger of cauſcletle ſcandefÞ: in things indifferent and arbitrary , it is fir 
to be ove.-:ulcd by fare of offence : but if men will ſtumble in the plain ground 
of good 3 let them fall without qur rezard, not withour their own perill. 

Now that the Cuckoe may acknowleds this for her own egg, notwithſtand= : 
ing the hath laid it in the Doves'nelt 3.ler the men of rhe wortd know , that it is 
not an offence given by us, but taken by them 3 yea, they firft g7uc an offence 
to us by their ungodlinels, and after take the juſt reward of the tame , namely 
to be excluded our {ociety for an offence, : wherein they imitate Athanagoras, ; 
who ( as Tully reporteth) would alwayes complain of his puniſhment , bur of 
his fault he would ſay nothing : or Alam, who was aſhamed of his nakednefle, * 
bur not of his tin : wicked men are neither ſenſible of doing injury , nor patient 
in ſuftcring for it. Ir's a rule of juſtice , that what men deſerve , they thould : 
luffer : yea, in rhis particular caſe, Gods rule is, if thou take away the precious * 
from the vile, thou thalt be according to my word, Tcr. 15.19. And we would : 
have them luiter rhis exclution no longer, then till they dcferve it no more : let 
them return unto us, { do as Themiſtocles, who being in his youth vicious and 
dcboyit, afterwards made the world amends, by his brave explnits ) and we will 
return unto them, keep them company, account them true friends, good men 2 > 
otherwiſe we have an abſolute.prohibition from God himſelf , Fer. 15. 19, les. 
them return unto thee, but return not thou unto them. And good reaſon there 
is for it, ina muſical inftrument, the {trings that be out of tune, are ſet up, or 
ſet down to the rett 3 but the {trings tha be in tune, are nc ver ſtirred , nor med». 
le4 with : though indeed I might have ſtopped their mouths with this very que= } 
ſtion, whether is better to obey God, or humaur iznſual men ? As our Sayiour 7; 
Chrilt itopr the high Pricits mouths, when they asked him , by what authority 
he cuiled the fruitlefle Fig-tree 3 Eaſt the buyers and l:lers out of the Temple, 
cc. by demanding of them, whether Fohns baptiſme was from Heaven , or 
of men, Mar. 11. 29. _—_ | 

But in caſe they will not return unto us, we. had rather offend cach of them © 
once, then our ſclves every day.-It is pity that ever the water of baptiſme was. | 
ſpilt upon his face , that cares more to diſcontent the world , then to wrong 1 
God. They are unjuſt and over partial , that will go about to exa& from us © 
that which we owe nor, with more rigor then they will exact from themſelves, - 
that which they owe, 5/5 

And fo I have given you the reaſons, why ſuch as are, or defire to be conſcic- 
nable and religious, break off company with them 3 and vindicated the molt © 
ulual exceptions againſt it, I will now make ſome uſe of the point 3 andſo leave » 
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ſum upall-in aword, or lay all theſe grounds and motives together 
* If we endanger our ſelyes, our lives, our eſtates , looſe .our credit , our 
i «peace; our time, by frequent afſociating with ungodly men ,' and can 
no way expect their love and friend(Þbip 3 be ſure you come not ( or ar-lealt ſtay 
not Yin'their company.It is not ſafe venturing amang them,in confidence of our 
- own'ftrength:3 no more then it is to conſort with cheaters , in hope that they will 
\ not'cozen vs. Dead fire, we know, being ſtird yp, will burn a treſh : and cor- 
tuprion, like a candle new put our, is {oon kindled again ; If Sathan bur blow 
upon ity the own hear 1s enough to enflame it, 
No, venture nor thy ſelf, though thou haſt once, or twiſe come off clear from 
them 3 Sampſon could withſtand his wives temptation ſeven dayes , but at 
lerath, by her importunity, ſhe prevailed with him , Fudg. 14, Over many in 
this caſe arelike tofick men, who when they have had a good day, or two, think 
themſelves preſently well again 5 {o they make bold to put off their Kerchifes , 
xo put on thinner garmenrs, and to venture into the freth ayre 3 whereupon fol- 
lows anrecoverable relapſes. Wherefore take heed , or if thou doſt keep them 
company, it 15 an argument, that thou arr (lick of their diſcale, idleneſſe, And of 
this Ut io much. 

' 2. © 1: wicked company are ſo infectious , that they will work a conſumption 
- in avy mans vertues, that is dayly converſant with them , and waſte them from 
Fan ounce, to a dram 3 from 3 dram, to a ſcruple, to a grain, to nothing » lo that 
| he may ſy with Chriſt in the croud, who hath touched me , for I feel vertue 
&9nc 6: 6f me ? Lerus be ( as Seneca adviſerh) more circumſpef, with whom 
woeate and drinke, then what we cate and drink, He that hath money , will 
> beware of theeves ; if you have any gi ace venture it not among thele ritlers : for, 
FE artthou inclined to pray ? they will tempt thee toplay : wouldſt chou 00 IO a 
| Szrmon 2 by their perſwahon, the Tavern or Theater ſtands in the way. Burt 

alaſi: © if others tempt thee nor, thou wilt tempt others : temptation needs not 
” Rtzn_ like a Tavern-buſh, in thy way, for thou wilt invite thy ſelf, hunr' after 
|. £Cmptation. : x 
© 3. Isevery man buhe in diſpending that quality , which is predominant in 
' bim ? And:can we converſe with none Put will work upon us , and by the un- 

erceived ſtealth of time, afltmilate us 10 their own cuſtoms ? will two. friends, 
like two brands ſer each other on fire with good, or ill , when one alone will go 
out ?.will a ftreight twig, it it be tied to a crooked bough, become crooked 3'ox a 
. crooked twigh, become itreight, if it be tied to a ftreight rule : as Perer denied 
| his Maſter amongſt the Fews , whom hee conteſt - among the Apoltles ? 
Fhen keep company , but let it be with ſuch as may make thee better 3 fie evill 
| {ociery; lealt cher kind words ſo work :upon thy yeclding nature , that: thou 
 knowelt not how to deny : they are ſuch as have taken the Devils oath of Alle- 
| giance 3 and thou haſt ſmali hope to prevail with them to good. 
' © Acertain King (as'St, £uguſt iv reports)-being hard tavqured , and fearing 
trait his 
- beautiful pictures, which he cauſed her ſtcadfaſtly to behold every day.z go thou 
and do-likewiſe, be converſant with good menyand in good things, and thou 
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. rhey likewiſe prophefied, x Sam. 19. 20. 


| port decline) he is a fooliſh Steward, that thus ſhowers away 4n-one year ,' whar' 


i againſt evil Society, © © © OM 
Halt do that unbid.len, which others tan ſcarce do compelled-by the | 
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Ariſtotle {peaks of the ſtudy of Philoſophy, O-what air happy thing” 3489 

onverl ROM the vertuous ! their I —_ or holy <xranbil 20nd re .. 
to ſtir upthe gifts of God in us ; they will either adde ſomerhing ro our: "$eauey 
or ſomerhing to our knowledg : the ſociety of Prophets , is able to makeevema® 
Saul prophetic. The fight ob others falling hcartily ro rheir meate,brings onour”? 
ſtomacks ; yea, if we have no gifts to ſtir up, their communion cannot bue 7 
leave ſome tincture behind it, if not of Piety, yer, at leaſt , of a good proteſſiony, 7 
and ſome inclinableneſs. If Sauthad not had a good and. diſcreet companion 1 
when he went to ſeck his Fathers Alles, he had returned back as wile as he camez * 
but now he is drawn into counſel with the Man of God , and heares- more then' 
he hoped for, x Sam. g. 6. The mlengers of the fame Saul , when they lived int 1 
the Court, were ( as is likely ) caried away with the ſwinge of the times , and 
did apply themſelves to their Matters ungodly practiſes , as appeareth in -their | 
going to apprehend David, that S'aul might kill him : yer were they no ſooner 
in company with the Prophets, in Nayoth, but their minds were changed , and ; 


r 


Ob. But ſay lome of Bacchas his fooles, I keep company with brave fellows, |: 
that are generous, free, bountifull, &c, . 4 
 Anſw. Alaſle | thou doſt but {lander him with theſe titles. He isa prounty A 
ignorant, inconfiderate Atle, that fears he is not loved ,- unlefle. be be ole and 
ſcattering 3 thar ſtrives ſo to be like a god in bounty, thar he throws himſelf in» 
to the lowelt eſtate of man.” He that gives to , and ipends uporr all abundantly 
(which is for none ro do, but him that hath all ): he 'rhar-had rather keep com- + - 
pany with the dregs of men, then not be the bet man : he that ravels our a ſpa= 
cious fortune upon Hatterers.3 he that out of -vain glory will be worthip'tand- * 
kneed, to the ſpending of afair inheritance, and rhen ends hisdayes inlewdneſs- | 
and contemyit (as whar is it, that ambition will not pradtile, rather - then lerher” 


bis anceſtors have been gathering twenty : yea he is a mad man, that makes his 
kindneſs ro others, prove cruelty to-himlelt, and all his poſterity. "4 
Ob. Again, others are all for--1#rth ,: they keep company at:rthe Taverng/ | 
with none but curious and quaint wits, eloquent Poets and Orartors 3 nowask . 
them, as Manoah did Sampſon, Is there never a-companion'tor thee among thy 
Brerhren, the pcople of God, that thou muſt aflociare thy {clf: with theſe | of an- + 
circumciſed hearts and tongues ? They will anfwer, Give-mne only:thele for my 
companions, for they pleafe-me. Wn 3 
 Anſw. Can none pleaſe thee, but ſach as diſplenfſe:God 2:doſt-chow-mot: - 
know, that who ſo will be 4 frien4 to ſuch, makes: himſelf the enemyiof God t: © 
Fames, 4. 4. or art thou ignorant; that-plealant wits , viciated ina -+1 
lewdnefle, with ſweet tunes entiſe men to deftruftion:3 as ismorald-inthar itti«- | 4 
on of the Sirens, they delight the ſenſe, bur flay the. foul :- and will any man *- 
poyſon his body, to pleaſe -his taſte ? or go-imto an-infetted{houle, to ferchout @ + 
rich ſuire ? Or put his finger intoa firy-Crulible z: ro-take out gold.:-It'saruey < | - 
like Jugglers andifuch as play trickes of Legerdimsin z- they will. deceive us with: / 

light 3-but641 a1 priviledg forg.tnan-10be rickled:to © 
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death , that ſo he may dye laughing ? Their diſcourſe may be reſembled to theſ.Þ 
> Frgir:that undid us all, which was fair in fight , ſmooth, in handling , Geer in tl 


taſte, bur deadly in eft:& : or to the Clarian water, which made men eloquent, | © 
but withall thort liv'd : or the gifts , which thoſe Elfes called Lamiz , uſed to 
+ preſent unto children which made {o many as accepted of them looſe their com- | 
ſine for ever after. And he that much aite&s their company ( being an honeſt | ® 
man) is juſt like that free Citizen, that to doted on a female {ſlave , that hee b 
would nceds marry her 3 though by that match, he were ture, Ly the Law, to be-| *' 
come a {laye with her. He overvalucs the drunken and reeling love of theſe men, || © 
that buyes it with the ruine of himſelf, his cſtare , and family. Wherefore, as in || C 
- Meats , we do not only ſtand upon pleaſantneſs , but wholeſomnelle : fo ler us f| E 
revard wooleſymneſſe as well as pleaſantneſs, in our diſcourſe and company. A 
good man can lend nothing to the increafe of mirth in wicked company : and 
he that will not lend, ict him take hced of borrowing. 
_— S. 36. 

*Oarthly , If thou wouldſt neither be intifed nor enforced to pledg them, 
7 19 2ny of their wicked cultomes, 47vorce thy lelf from all a:quazntance and 
- ,ſ6.rcty with the vicious, yea, entertain no parly with them. 

- Tire are ſoine vices of that nature, that they cannot be vanquiſhed but by a- 

| voidin? 3 ſuch is fornication, flye fornication, ſaith the Apoſtle, x Corizth. 6. 

18. that is, flyc the comp.iny of tornicators 3 for to be in that womans compa- 

* By; faith Salomon, and depart innocent 3 and to take fire in 3 mans bolome,and 
not finge his cloaths 3 or go upon live coles., and his feet nor be burnt, are || ' 
cquaily poflible, Prov. 6. 27. 28. luch is the frailty of mans nature, thar if the ; 
- eye bur ce , or the ear hear, or the hand but touch a whorith woman , the hearr | * 
; 
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will go nizhto catch , and rake fire, verſe 29g. Arid thus it fares with this fin, 
bid a man conſo:t a while with drunkards, and depart from them innocent , you 
may as well put a match to dry powder, and forbid it to take fire, excepthhe be ve- 
ry well taye.l, and of berter governd afte&tions then ordinary. It is not ſafe to 
- comnira little Wherry to the Seas violence, A ſtick that hath once been in the Þ} * 
E.. fire, mach more a Torch newly extinguitht , being forthwith put to theflame, || ' 
will toon be kindicd again. Wherefore keep out of the reach of thy vicious ac- 
quaintane, and if rhey bzcken thee one way, be thou ſure to take the contrary, || * 
at leaſt entertain no parley with them. When Caſtles once come to a parley, 
there is great fear they will yceld : and gates that are alwayes open , will ſome- || 
times adin?t an enemy, No diſputing with Sathan , or his deputies : when our 
- firſt Parents fell ro arguing thecaſe with that old Serpent , though in rhe ſtare of || | 
innocencic, when they had wit at will , and their rcafon at command , rhey 
found him too hard for them : how much more too weak ſhall we find our ſelves, 
«that now areas we are ? ſurely, we are like to loſe allzif once weenter into diſpa- 
tation with that old Sophiſt:r, and crafty Fox, after the experience of fix thou- 
ſand years almoſt, and when our own fleih ( which is the greatelt both deceiver 
and dilembler in the world) is become his cunning {olicitour. 
+ . Adafſe! he dchires no more then ro be heard ſpzak; for grant him bur: this, 
and he will perſwale thee to belieye, even contrary ro thine own knowledg :. as 
\ how calily did he-perſwade Eve; by himlelt 3 and Adam, by her, (when they gate 
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bur ear to bim,):o believe what he ſpake, though they had hexr«God himlel 

the contrary, bur a little before ? Gen. 2. 17. and if innccency  found-nom [2 fs. 
of rehiſtance, what hope have we ſo extreamly dezenerared ? And indeed, why-dam 
we pray not to be led into temptation, if we lead our ſelves into-temptation'?®'lt-=: 
we will nor keep our {:lves from the occaſion;God will not kcep us trom rhe tins *% 
and if God do not kecp us, We cannot be kept - WC Cannot , we will nor chooſe ” 
bur fall, Wherefore ihun the focicty of evil men , as Foſeph ſhunned the ſocies 3 
ty of his Miſtrelle, and lcaye them that leave God , as Noah did the old World) |: 
and that by Gods commancement, Gen. 7.1.7. and Abraham the Cananitess 1 
Gen. 12.1.and Lor the Sodomitcs , Gen. 19. 17. and Tfracl the Egyptianss 1 


Exod. 12. 37. 41. and Muab and Ammon, Numb.27.1.2.3. 16 17. 


S. 37- oo 

UT 3s it warrantable, may ſome hy to ſeparate from our old #cquain= 
B tance, (being V1C1ous) and other the like company ? þ 

Not totally 3 for then we muſt go out of the world, 1 Cor, 5.10. nor 

from any in all cales 3 for then we mult ſcpararetrom the publike aflemblies:-nor 
in rezard of civil ſociety, and necellary commetce 3 for this were to ung]ue the + 
whole worlds trame, which iscontcxicd only by commerce and contradts , there 
be certain wile uſes to be made of them, for our convenience or neceſſity, which. 
need not, yea, muſt not be forborn : as wherefore ſerycs.dilcretion , but that (as | 
a glafle window) it may let in the light, and keep out rhe winde ? | 


makes a rule upon it , that ifany one , which profetlech lumlgif a Chrittiang 


Neither can wicked men, in this caſe, be avoided : but ſo long as we are in |! 
this World, we.mult converſe with men of the World : and weknow it.is law- 
ful enough, in tearms ot civility, to deal with infidels , yea , even the lavage. } 
Cannibals may receive an anſwer of outward courtetie, It a very dog fawn up= | 
on us we ſtroke him on the kead, and clap kim en the back , much lefle is the. : 
common bond of humanity untycd by gracc; diſparity in (pititual profeſſions, 
is no warrant for ingratitude : yer a [tie friendſhip with ſuch , 1s enough 3; 
the lcſſe communion with any ot Gods enemies , the more ſafety ; and ſure 
am, that thoſe who aftcct a familiar entirencſſe with ſuch , bewray either too 
wuch bol incſſe, or to little coſncience, | 

Yea, we may not only converſe with evil men, but communzcate with them 
alſo withour harm , fo it be nor 1n evil things : as in the Sacrament the un- 
worthy recetver cateth and drinketh damnation to himſcif , frbz , non tabty ro | 
himſelf, not to rhee. J 

But as touching a familiar entirencſſe, and leagues of amity, that they are 
unhr , unwarrantablec, dangcreus + is eatie t0 prove, As what iaith the Holy, - 3 
Ghoſt by S. Paul ? Wee comman/ you brethren , in the name of our Lord Fc" 
ſas Chriſt, that ye withiraw your ſclues from cucry brothcr that walketh ttt 4 
ordinatcly, and nc aftcr the inftrucfion which ye recervel of 25, 2 Thef 3.64 4% 
And again, {peaking unto the converted Epheſi.cns , rouching others among 3 
them who were Whoremongers, unclean petlons, COVerous men , 2nd ideiaterss: W 
he ſaith, be not companions with them , Ephcſi. 5.5. 7, And liltly » 404 that 3 
cale, of rhe inccituous Corinthian, he doth net only ex communicate hims but: 


fhall live in any ſcandalous cole, that they (hall not afford kim 5 much agzy 


Gr - > OP a8 Yes 5s 1 5 0 ' T_T ”.> wats les, ach ans 3 
: Y _ " , : D .” - tr Ls. hes '% I», - > 


3 ' "Ar m07 of proof - uy 'Y 
'ELyYHL anc familiar canverſc, 1 Corinth. 5:11. If any man t called a hro«. 
;- $90 , Girh'he, he wfarnicator, or covetoys , or an idolater ,- or 4railer, or 4 
7 Aa; ied; or an exioretoner , with ſuch an on eat not. Mark this all ye (wis 
"UT ::drankards and beaitiy livers, that Godedilchargeth us your lociety. p- 
X REI proceed. Why was that Law ena&ed , for the ftci& avoiding of Le 

perions * it was not the body only that was herein reſpe&ed, by the: 


1.4 
tos 
| 

* 6 


God of [pirics 3 hol? char are ſpiritually contagious mult be ſill and ever 4- 
F 7 woided, they mult be ſeparated trom us, we from them 3 they from us , byyuſt 
z Centures 5 or if not, we trom them-, by a voluntary declination of their tami> 
 t3as Conyerlation : or if they can joyn our hcart to theirs , they will difjoyn it 
{from God zr0 let palle Saint Pauls charge, 2 Corinthians 6. 17. come out-from 
- among them, and ſeparate your (elves : And that of the Angel , Revelation: 
| £8.4. comeout of cr jay people, which - elpecially have relation to Idolaters.:; 
+ ſee what hath been the practiſe of Gods people {ince Noah, Lot, Abraham, and, 
; Tfrach which have been alledzed already. Doth not David fay ,. I have not 
| fate with vain perſons, neither kept company with the diſſemblers. I have 


« 


Dazed the-aſſembly of cvill doers, and will not company with the wicked, 
- Pſ4L 26-4. 5. And was nor Foſeph , whom the Holy Ghoſt Rtillech a juſt 
; man; fully minded ( bcrore the Angell forbad him ) to put away Mary , aftet\ 
he was betrothed unto her , when hc but ſuppoſed her to be'dithoneſt ?-Mat»! 
—_ q: I9. And was not all this, to thew us what wee ſhould doe in'the like - 
-'» Wherefore; let us tread in their ſteps, and ſay with a worthy Divine,though” 
|. I'may-bave many bad acquaintance, yet I will have no bal companions +: wr. 
.” even che tame beaſts will not keep with the wild 3 nor the clean dwell with the 
FE: us, Bur above all , ler us kcep no drunkards, nor {wearers in our houſes, 
& Pjulmey01. 4, 5 6, 7, 8. no, nor ſcoifers , T{mael muſt be turned out of 
doors, when he once fals a jzering of Tſaac : and indeed if we do , it 18 a ſhrewd 
* -ſafpition we are not finecre our (clves-: for grace , as it is reſembled to heat , fo 
j* ike hear, ie gathereth togerher things of onc kind , ſeparaterh things of a con+: 
JP es 35 drofſe from Gold. 
4 JA; i Bey if the have forſaken all honeſty and good conſcience, it is time for 
ns to-forſeken then : if they depart from vs , in the foundation of faith and 
} $60d works 3. ler us ( as juſtly wee may ) depart from them , in the building 
- of brothetly fellowſhip : they build on rhe ſand , ler us build on the rock *'yeay 
' ifthey ſorfake the right way, we mult forſake them, or Chriſt will forſake us, 
4 Bur lealt all that hath been ſaid , ſhould not be ſafficient to perſwade thee 3 
# behold heer the drunkard dcliniated, and that will certainly att:ight thee from 
conſforting with a fiend ſo foul and filthy, ſo ugly, and loathſom : which if it, 
"A . , . . . E 
+. do; Lhope ſome good man or other , will ſtick it upon every poſt: that all may” 
; Þi wn mw 31mMored , with this worſt then beaſtly abomination. _ Ke 
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Ru 
drain evil Society. ©, oY 
C | +. gu 
Viſage a man, but aB:otheus. : Ss 
Heart , a Sine. ED 


Head, a Cephalus. wy, f20s : 
! Tongue, an Aipe. | 

{ in\ Bclly, a Lumpe. 
Appctite , a Leech, 
| Sloth » an Janavus. 


— 


Drun- 
is 4 | Terffe, Exceſſrve dcuouring. 
nge Chi- j Goate, Luft. 
ra, more a < Siren, fortF lattcry. 
igious 4 Hyzna. { Subrili, 
any | Panther, Cruelty. 
TH 6: 
* Envying, 4 Baliliske. 
| | Antipathy 19 all good, aLexus. 
(in ) Hindering others from g004, a Remora. 


\ Life, aSalamander. 
Conſcience, an Oſtrich, 
Y in ſurpaſſing} Y Sine, _ 
(Fpirit a Devils in tempting >0thers< to Sinne.  * 


z in drawing (10 Pr 1tion. 


even the moſt deſpicable pecce of all humanity , and nor, ggors 
thy to be reckoned among the Creatures which God made® © 


ED, : 
Anda 1o much for defence p which may be avoidel, 
againlt what they do, 


It you would have as much? which muſt be endured; 
againſt what they ſay. 


de a late Treatiſe, called, Fuet VicrorY Or PaTiENCB. 


Dr if 2ny-would have the foregoing part of this Soverain Antedote: let. 
n inquire for Sin Stigmatized, or The Drunkar#s Charaftcr with which it. 
ound, and'in a larges letter, Likew iſe at. Fames Crumps'yin Little Bartho= 
Wes Weil-yard : they may have ſeycral preces , of ſundry the maſk weedtull 

W-<ts, compoled for the common good by the ſame Author, args. 
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